
 
The Second Sunday of Easter 

 April 12, 2026 
 10:15 AM 

✥ Gathering 

Words of Welcome  
 
Prelude                                 Thine is the Glory                           Handel/Smith                      
                    
* Call to Worship Blessed be the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
By his mercy God has given us a new birth 
into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
We rejoice, for we are children of God. 
We proclaim our faith: 
no power can overcome Christ’s love, 
and as his body, we have received salvation. 
In love and joy, we praise the Lord! 

 
* Prayer of the Day  
 
* Hymn 463 How Firm a Foundation 
 1 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

is laid for your faith in God's excellent Word! 
What more can be said than to you God hath said, 
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
 
2 "Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, 
for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 
 
3 "When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; 
for I will be near thee, thy troubles to bless, 
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 
 
4 "When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 
my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply; 
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 
 
5 "The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake." 

   



Prayer of Confession Embodied God, 
you pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, 
imbuing us with the grace and patience 
that you have shown to us time and again. 
We experience your presence, 
but are quick to judge those who do not believe as we do. 
We look down on those who ask for proof, 
we scorn those who scoff at our faith. 
Forgive us and soften our hearts. 
Remind us of our own human doubts, 
that we might have compassion for all 
and freely share your grace. 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

* Passing of the Peace  May the Peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

 
* Response Christ Is Risen Vladimir Morosan 

 In American Folk Style 
Christ is risen from the dead, 
trampling down death by death, 
and upon those in the tombs 
bestowing life.  

 
✥ Word 

Time with the Children                           
 

          Prayer for Illumination  
 

First Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9  
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his 
great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice,[a] 
even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 
so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold 
that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although 
you have not seen[b] him, you love him; and even though you do not 
see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable 
and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls. 

 
Anthem                                         A Canon of Praise                                                Sleeth                 
 
Second Reading John 20:19-31 
 19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%201%3A3-9&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-34635a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%201%3A3-9&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-34637b


and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had 
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 
 24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin[a]), one of the twelve, 

was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples 
told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless 
I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the 
mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

 
 26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 

Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt 
but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.” 

 
 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 

disciples, which are not written in this book. 31 But these are 
written so that you may come to believe[b] that Jesus is the 
Messiah,[c] the Son of God, and that through believing you may 
have life in his name.  

  
Sermon  Pastor Mike Paddock 

 
✥ Responding 

 
* Affirmation of Faith From the Confession of 1967 

Life in Christ is life eternal. 
The resurrection of Jesus is the sign 
that God will consummate the work 
of creation and reconciliation beyond death 
and bring to fulfillment 
the new life begun in Christ. 

 
* Hymn 629 Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee 
 1 Jesus, the very thought of thee 

with sweetness fills my breast. 
But sweeter far thy face to see, 



and in thy presence rest. 
 
2 Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame, 
nor can the mind recall 
a sweeter sound than thy blest name, 
O Savior of us all. 
 
3 O hope of every contrite heart, 
O joy of all the meek, 
to those who fall, how kind thou art! 
How good to those who seek! 
 
4 But what to those who find? Ah, this 
nor tongue nor pen can show. 
The love of Jesus, what it is 
none but his loved ones know. 
 
5 Jesus, our only joy be thou, 
as thou our prize wilt be. 
Jesus, be thou our glory now, 
and through eternity. 

   
Announcements  
 

           Offering our Gifts Give at lovejoyupc.org/give 
Loose cash offerings benefit our Good Samaritan fund, which helps our 
neighbors primarily through our partners at Riverbend Family Ministries. 
Checks for offering are processed on the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month.      

Prayer of Dedication  
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
 
Call to Prayer 470 There is a Longing in Our Hearts 
 There is a longing in our hearts, O Lord, 

for you to reveal yourself to us. 
There is a longing in our hearts for love 
we only find in you, our God.  

 
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 



 

✥ Sending 
 
* Hymn 817 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight 

             1 We walk by faith and not by sight; 
with gracious words draw near, 
O Christ, who spoke as none e'er spoke: 
“My peace be with you here.” 
 
2 We may not touch your hands and side, 
nor follow where you trod; 
but in your promise we rejoice, 
and cry, "My Lord and God!" 
 
3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 
and may our faith abound 
to call on you when you are near 
and seek where you are found. 
 
4 And when our life of faith is done, 
in realms of clearer light 
may we behold you as you are, 
with full and endless sight.  

 
* Charge & Benediction 

 
* Postlude                                      Praise Him!                                Livingston

                                                        

                                            ✥ Worship Notes 
Ann French is our Director of Music. Thanks to Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins and Alice Buzzard for 
their technology gifts. Thanks also to our liturgist for the day. Parts of today’s service are adapted from The 

Book of Common Worship and Call to Worship. 
 

✥ Land Acknowledgment 
The LoveJoy United community gathers on the traditional land of the Tamaroa People, who have been its 
faithful stewards for generations. We acknowledge and honor the past, present, and future of the Tamaroa 

and other Indigenous peoples who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands. 
 

                                ✥ Announcements 
Announcements marked with  are opportunities that relate to our Matthew 25 commitment. 

 Food Pantry Needs: Toilet Tissue 

  LoveJoy Lyceum Book Club meets this Wednesday, April 15th at 7:15pm via Zoom. 

A Place of Grace, Grace at the Gallery 



Von Dell Gallery & Studios, 102 E Ferguson, Wood River, IL 
The next seven weeks of retreats begins at Von Dell Gallery & Studios on Tuesday! Pick your time! 
Please RSVP ahead: https://www.aplaceofgrace-juliegvillo.net/upcoming-events.html. 
 

 Adult Christian Education on Sunday Mornings at 9 AM 
● Sunday Morning Live (Love Room & Zoom) Is an informal, conversational class that seeks to connect 

scripture, theology, and faith to our lives and world. They relate current events to Scripture to create thought-
provoking discussions via The Wired Word. 

● The Bible Class (Fellowship Hall & Zoom), led by Sandra Monroe, is exploring the lectionary readings 
using the curriculum, Feasting on the Word.  

Wednesdays at LoveJoy United 
● Lectionary Bible Study In-Person or Zoom at 10:15 AM - Join pastor Daniel as we discuss the scripture 

readings for the upcoming Sunday.  
● Lunch Bunch gathers on Wednesdays at 11:30 AM 
● Zoom Evening Prayer on Wednesday nights at 7 PM.  

 
               PRAYER CONCERNS 
             JoAnn Moss, Pat Fletcher, John Gremli & the Gremli Family, JoAnn Lamar, Trans folks, Kenny Slayden, Connie, 

Mark Carter, Tom and Jupiter, Shelly Devore (Brenda and Deb’s niece), Brittany, Bill Lester, Lanny Harris, John 
Kennedy, Renee Lynn, Forrest, David Hemphill, Linda Duncan, Terrye Mock (Valerie Freeman’s Sister-In-Law), 
Gary Chappell and Laurie Chappell (Edie Chappell’s son and her daughter-in-law), Cathy Lister (Karen Auston’s 
sister), Barb (Linda Smith’s daughter), Paula Blair, Jeane Slayden, David Norris, Jo Carter, Julie Spurgeon, Becky 
& Rich Davis and Ray Bently (Friends of Linda Allen), Tom Cunningham (friend of Paula Blair), Connie Anderson 
(member of College Avenue), Steve Burton & Sean Boston (relatives of Lynn Boston), Chad Cox (friend of Mike 
Paddock) Joyce Melton (Faye Buerk’s friend), Joe Phillips, Huey (Sandy Franke’s Son).    

 
NURSING & RETIREMENT HOME RESIDENTS  
Liberty Village, Maryville – Shirley Martin 
Villa Rose, Bethalto – Beth Forrester 
Cedarhurst, Bethalto – Mary Barnes, Linda Duncan, Lee McCoy 
Liberty Village, Jerseyville – Shirley Burris 
Villas of Holly Brook – Jeane Slayden  

 
 

 LoveJoy United Presbyterian Church                                                                                   
2550 Rock Hill Rd, Wood River, IL 62095 

 www.lovejoyupc.org | (618) 254-5880 
 Rev. Daniel Ervin, Pastor | daniel@lovejoyupc.org 

Tabitha Nail, Admin | admin@lovejoyupc.org 
 Ann French, Director of Music 

Joshua Bryant, Custodian & Groundskeeper  

https://www.aplaceofgrace-juliegvillo.net/upcoming-events.html
https://www.aplaceofgrace-juliegvillo.net/upcoming-events.html
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