
 
Third Sunday in Lent 

 March 8, 2026 
 10:15 AM 

✥ Gathering 

Words of Welcome  
 
Prelude                                 My Faith Looks Up to Thee                                   Mason 
  
* Call to Worship O come, let us sing to the Lord;  Richard Sisk 

let us make a joyful noise  
to the rock of our salvation! 
We have come to give thanks  
and to sing songs of praise! 
We are the people of God’s pasture; 
we trust that God will bring us  
through the wilderness. 
We seek God’s living water  
and praise God’s holy name! 

 
* Prayer of the Day  
 
* Hymn 475 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 
  1 Come, thou Fount of every blessing; 

tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above; 
praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, 
mount of God’s unchanging love! 
 
2 Here I raise my Ebenezer; 
hither by thy help I’m come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, 
interposed his precious blood. 
 
3 O to grace how great a debtor 
daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let that grace now, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee. 



Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 
here’s my heart; O take and seal it; 
seal it for thy courts above.  

   
Prayer of Confession Jesus, friend of all, 

once again, we come to you knowing 
our words have stung, 
our actions have harmed, 
and our indifference has let evil have its day. 
Our hearts yearn for you, 
our souls thirst for you, 
yet we do not imitate you in our lives. 
We scorn those who are different from us, 
and relish our own comfort. 
Once again, forgive us, O God. 
Give us your living water, 
that we might tell the world 
all you have done for us… 

 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

* Passing of the Peace  May the Peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

 
* Response Hymn 314 Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness  

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 
 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 
✥ Word 

Time with the Children                           
 

          Prayer for Illumination  
 

First Reading Exodus 17:1–7 
17 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the 
Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They 
camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 
The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” 
Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test 
the LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water; and the people 



complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of 
Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4 So 
Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They 
are almost ready to stone me.” 5 The LORD said to Moses, “Go on 
ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; 
take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I 
will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the 
rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” 
Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place 
Massah[a] and Meribah,[b] because the Israelites quarreled and tested 
the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 
 

Anthem                      Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days                           Smith 
                                           Amber Blackmon, flute 
 
Second Reading John 4:5–42 
 5 So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of 

ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was 
there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It 
was about noon. 7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and 
Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to the 
city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that 
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not 
share things in common with Samaritans.)[a] 10 Jesus answered her, 
“If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 
‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have 
given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have 
no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 
12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and 
with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those 
who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The 
water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing 
up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this 
water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to 
draw water.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come 
back.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said 
to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you have 
had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. 
What you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I see 
that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, 
but you[b] say that the place where people must worship is in 
Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is 
coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship 
what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship 
him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 
spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is 
coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all 
things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he,[c] the one who is 
speaking to you.” 27 Just then his disciples came. They were 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2017%3A1%E2%80%937&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-1991a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2017%3A1%E2%80%937&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-1991b


astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, 
“What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28 Then 
the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the 
people, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever 
done! He cannot be the Messiah,[d] can he?” 30 They left the city and 
were on their way to him. 31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging 
him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But he said to them, “I have food to 
eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one 
another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus 
said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to 
complete his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then 
comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the 
fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The reaper is already receiving[e] 
wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper 
may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows 
and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not 
labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 39 
Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the 
woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 40 So 
when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; 
and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of 
his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what 
you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we 
know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 

 
Sermon  Rev. Daniel Ervin 

 
✥ Responding 
 

* Affirmation of Faith From A Brief Statement of Faith 
In a broken and fearful world 
the Spirit gives us courage 
to pray without ceasing, 
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom and peace. 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily task 
and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
With believers in every time and place, 
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 
* Hymn 479                                  Ho, All Who Thirst 

                                         Refrain: 
Ho, all who thirst, 



come now to the water, 
and all whose souls are parched 
and weary, come and drink! 
Ho, all who thirst, 
come now to the water, 
and from your heart will flow 
a never-failing spring! 
 
1 Why forsake the Lord, 
the fount of living water, 
choosing broken cups 
that cannot be filled? (Refrain) 
 
2 For the Lamb will be 
our shepherd and will guide us 
to the wellsprings of 
the water of life. (Refrain) 
 
3 All who come may take 
this gift of living water. 
They will thirst no more, 
for they shall be filled. (Refrain)

 
  

Announcements  
 

           Offering our Gifts Give at lovejoyupc.org/give 
Loose cash offerings benefit our Good Samaritan fund, which helps our 
neighbors primarily through our partners at Riverbend Family Ministries. 
Checks for offering are processed on the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month.      

Prayer of Dedication 
 
Sharing Joys and Concerns 
 
Call to Prayer 414 Be Still and Know That I Am God 
 Be still and know that I am God. 
 Be still and know that I am God. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 



and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 

✥ Sending 
 
* Hymn 65 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
 1 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 

pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but thou art mighty. 
Hold me with thy powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
feed me till I want no more; 
feed me till I want no more. 
 
2 Open now the crystal fountain, 
whence the healing stream doth flow. 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield; 
be thou still my strength and shield. 
 
3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
bid my anxious fears subside. 
Death of death, and hell's destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan's side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever give to thee; 
I will ever give to thee.           

* Charge & Benediction 
 

* Postlude                Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                                     Hughes                      

   
                                                        

                                            ✥ Worship Notes 
Ann French is our Director of Music. Thanks to Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins and Alice Buzzard for 
their technology gifts. Thanks also to our liturgist for the day. Parts of today’s service are adapted from The 

Book of Common Worship and Call to Worship. 
 

✥ Land Acknowledgment 
The LoveJoy United community gathers on the traditional land of the Tamaroa People, who have been its 



faithful stewards for generations. We acknowledge and honor the past, present, and future of the Tamaroa 
and other Indigenous peoples who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands. 

 
                                ✥ Announcements 

Announcements marked with  are opportunities that relate to our Matthew 25 commitment. 
 
 
Church Directory Updates: Please be sure that your information in the directory is up-to-date. Tabitha will be 
printing the directory next month.  Please have all updates in by March 31st. Email Tabitha at admin@lovejoy.org 
or call the office to make changes. 
 

Church Women United Lenten Services & Lunches 
Starting Ash Wednesday and continuing through Good Friday, community members are invited to attend 30 minute 
Lenten Services every Wednesday from 12–12:30pm, followed by a $5 lunch, at area churches. A free will offering 
will benefit Oasis Women's Center and Crisis Food Center. For dates and locations: https://bit.ly/3ZoX0S5.  
 

 Food Pantry Needs: Soup and Peanut Butter 
 
Movie Night: On March 8, we will gather for Sunday Night at the Movies starting at 6:00 with a brown bag 
supper. The movie for the evening is Because of Winn Dixie. Based on the beloved heartwarming book, this movie 
is a tale (or “tail”) of a girl and the four-legged friend who changes not only her life but also the life of many 
eccentric residents of the small town into which she and her preacher father have recently moved. We are going to 
try something new in the food department this time: a brown bag supper. Attendees will be asked to bring their own 
supper (usually something like a sandwich with or without chips—or perhaps a salad). Coffee, iced tea and dessert 
will be provided. Come at 6:00 with your supper in hand prepared to share time in conversation with friends 
and then enjoy the movie at 7:00. 
 
Trivia Night Friday, March 20 Fellowship Hall Doors open at 6:15pm Trivia starts at 7:00pm. $15.00 per 
person Maximum table of 8. The winning table receives money back. 10 rounds of questions. MULLIGANS - 10 
for $10.00 one allowed per round. Tea, coffee, water and popcorn will be provided. Heads or Tails during 
Intermission. PRESBYTERIAN PIES RAFFLED AT INTERMISSION.  For tickets, please contact 
John Shugert 314-374-1018 or Chuck Randall 618-623-8781.  
 
Walk to Jerusalem We're OFF! 30 companions reported 433 miles this week of the 6415 mile trek to Jerusalem. 
It's not too late to join us https://www.aplaceofgrace-juliegvillo.net/upcoming-events.html. 

 
 Adult Christian Education on Sunday Mornings at 9 AM 
● Sunday Morning Live (Love Room & Zoom) Is an informal, conversational class that seeks to connect 

scripture, theology, and faith to our lives and world. They relate current events to Scripture to create thought-
provoking discussions via The Wired Word. 

● The Bible Class (Fellowship Hall & Zoom), led by Sandra Monroe, is exploring the lectionary readings 
using the curriculum, Feasting on the Word.  

Wednesdays at LoveJoy United 
● Lectionary Bible Study In-Person or Zoom at 10:15 AM - Join pastor Daniel as we discuss the scripture 

readings for the upcoming Sunday.  
● Lunch Bunch gathers on Wednesdays at 11:30 AM 
● Zoom Evening Prayer on Wednesday nights at 7 PM.  

             
            PRAYER CONCERNS 
             JoAnn Moss, Pat Fletcher, John Gremli & the Gremli Family, JoAnn Lamar, Trans folks, Kenny Slayden, 

Connie, Mark Carter, Tom and Jupiter, Shelly Devore (Brenda and Deb’s niece), Brittany, Bill Lester, Lanny 
Harris, John Kennedy, Renee Lynn, Forrest, David Hemphill, Linda Duncan, Terrye Mock (Valerie Freeman’s 
Sister-In-Law), Gary Chappell and Laurie Chappell (Edie Chappell’s son and her daughter-in-law), Cathy Lister 
(Karen Auston’s sister), Barb (Linda Smith’s daughter), Paula Blair, Jeane Slayden, David Norris, Jo Carter, 

mailto:admin@lovejoy.org
https://bit.ly/3ZoX0S5
https://www.aplaceofgrace-juliegvillo.net/upcoming-events.html.


Julie Spurgeon, Becky & Rich Davis and Ray Bently (Friends of Linda Allen), Tom Cunningham (friend of 
Paula Blair), Connie Anderson (member of College Avenue), Steve Burton & Sean Boston (relatives of Lynn 
Boston), Gary Cooper (Kathi Cooper’s brother), Chad Cox (friend of Mike Paddock) Joyce Melton (Faye 
Buerk’s friend), Joe Phillips, Jennifer Taylor (Brenda Gremli’s sister).    

 
NURSING & RETIREMENT HOME RESIDENTS  
Liberty Village, Maryville – Shirley Martin 
Villa Rose, Bethalto – Beth Forrester 
Cedarhurst, Bethalto – Mary Barnes, Linda Duncan, Lee McCoy 
Liberty Village, Jerseyville – Shirley Burris 
Villas of Holly Brook – Jeane Slayden 

 
 

 LoveJoy United Presbyterian Church                                                                                   
2550 Rock Hill Rd, Wood River, IL 62095 

 www.lovejoyupc.org | (618) 254-5880 
 Rev. Daniel Ervin, Pastor | daniel@lovejoyupc.org 

Tabitha Nail, Admin | admin@lovejoyupc.org 
 Ann French, Director of Music 

Joshua Bryant, Custodian & Groundskeeper  
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