
 
The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 March 15, 2026 
 10:15 AM 

✥ Gathering 

Words of Welcome  
 
Prelude                                         When I Survey the Wondrous Cross     Mason/Whitworth 
                    
* Call to Worship We are children of light, Karen Wilson 

rejoicing in everything good and right and true.  
We worship the Lord who heals, liberates, 
and raises us from the dead. 
In the dream of the beloved community of God, 
we are awake, 
and we stand in the light of Christ. 

 
* Prayer of the Day  
 
* Hymn 127 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
                                                      1 Hark! the herald angels sing. 

Jesus, the light of the world. 
Glory to the newborn King, 
Jesus, the light of the world. 
 
Refrain: 
We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light. 
Come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright. 
O, shine all around us by day and by night. 
Jesus, the light of the world. 
 
2 Joyful all you nations, rise. 
Jesus, the light of the world. 
Join the triumph of the skies. 
Jesus, the light of the world. (Refrain) 
 
3 Christ by highest heaven adored; 
Jesus, the light of the world. 
Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
Jesus, the light of the world. (Refrain) 
 
4 Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Jesus, the light of the world. 
Hail, the Sun of righteousness! 
Jesus, the light of the world. (Refrain) 

   



Prayer of Confession God of compassion and mercy, 
we sometimes fail to see 
what you are doing in the world. 
We want you to act in ways we predict, 
but we forget: 
you do what is good, not what is expected. 
Forgive us when we do not recognize your miracles. 
Forgive us when we doubt the wisdom of your actions. 
Most of all, forgive us 
when we do not respond to your call, 
ignoring what we need to do 
to show the world your love and grace… 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

* Passing of the Peace  May the Peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

 
* Response Hymn 314 Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness  

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 
 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 
✥ Word 

Time with the Children                           
 

          Prayer for Illumination  
 

First Reading Ephesians 5:8-14 
 8 for once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. 

Walk as children of light, 9 for the fruit of the light is found in 
all that is good and right and true. 10 Try to find out what is 
pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of 
darkness; rather, expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to 
mention what such people do secretly, 13 but everything 
exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for everything that 
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

 
 “Sleeper, awake! 
  Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

 



Anthem                                         Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God                                 Mueller  
 
Second Reading John 9:1–41 

9 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples 
asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 
born blind?’ 3 Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 
him. 4 We[a] must work the works of him who sent me[b] while it is 
day; night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.’ 6 When he had said this, he spat 
on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on 
the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ 
(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to 
see. 8 The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar 
began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’ 9 Some 
were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like 
him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ 10 But they kept asking him, 
‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ 11 He answered, ‘The man 
called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to 
Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.’ 
12 They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’ 13 
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 
14 Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened 
his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had 
received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I 
washed, and now I see.’ 16 Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is 
not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, 
‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were 
divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say 
about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 
18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received 
his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his 
sight 19 and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born 
blind? How then does he now see?’ 20 His parents answered, ‘We 
know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we do 
not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his 
eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ 22 His parents 
said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had 
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus[c] to be the 
Messiah[d] would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his 
parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ 24 So for the second time they 
called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give glory 
to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ 25 He answered, ‘I do 
not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I 
was blind, now I see.’ 26 They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? 
How did he open your eyes?’ 27 He answered them, ‘I have told you 
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? 
Do you also want to become his disciples?’ 28 Then they reviled him, 
saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We 
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not 
know where he comes from.’ 30 The man answered, ‘Here is an 
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 



opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but 
he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never 
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes 
of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do 
nothing.’ 34 They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and 
are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out. 35 Jesus heard 
that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do 
you believe in the Son of Man?’[e] 36 He answered, ‘And who is he, 
sir?[f] Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’ 37 Jesus said to him, 
‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ 38 He 
said, ‘Lord,[g] I believe.’ And he worshipped him. 39 Jesus said, ‘I 
came into this world for judgement so that those who do not see may 
see, and those who do see may become blind.’ 40 Some of the 
Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not 
blind, are we?’ 41 Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would 
not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains.  

 
Sermon  Rev. Daniel Ervin 

 
✥ Responding 
 

* Affirmation of Faith From A Brief Statement of Faith 
In a broken and fearful world 
the Spirit gives us courage 
to pray without ceasing, 
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom and peace. 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily task 
and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
With believers in every time and place, 
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 
* Hymn 314                                  Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness  

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 
 
Refrain: 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 



 
2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has power to save us. 
Make us your living voice. (Refrain) 
 
3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
shared until all are fed. (Refrain) 
 
4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone. (Refrain) 
 
5 Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
making your kingdom come. (Refrain) 

   
Announcements  
 

           Offering our Gifts Give at lovejoyupc.org/give 
Loose cash offerings benefit our Good Samaritan fund, which helps our 
neighbors primarily through our partners at Riverbend Family Ministries. 
Checks for offering are processed on the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month.      

Prayer of Dedication  
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
 
Call to Prayer 414 Be Still and Know That I Am God 
 Be still and know that I am God. 
 Be still and know that I am God. 
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 

✥ Sending 
 



* Hymn 39 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
                                                      1 *Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

there is no shadow of turning with thee. 
Thou changest not; thy compassions they fail not. 
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
 
Refrain: 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning, new mercies I see. 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
 
2 Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
(Refrain) 
 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow: 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
(Refrain)         

* Charge & Benediction 
 

* Postlude                          Prelude in G Minor                                      Bach\
                                                        

                                            ✥ Worship Notes 
Ann French is our Director of Music. Thanks to Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins and Alice Buzzard for 
their technology gifts. Thanks also to our liturgist for the day. Parts of today’s service are adapted from The 

Book of Common Worship and Call to Worship. 
 

✥ Land Acknowledgment 
The LoveJoy United community gathers on the traditional land of the Tamaroa People, who have been its 
faithful stewards for generations. We acknowledge and honor the past, present, and future of the Tamaroa 

and other Indigenous peoples who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands. 
 

                                ✥ Announcements 
Announcements marked with  are opportunities that relate to our Matthew 25 commitment. 

 
Church Directory Updates: Please be sure that your information in the directory is up-to-date. Tabitha will be 
printing the directory next month.  Please have all updates in by March 31st. Email Tabitha at admin@lovejoy.org 
or call the office to make changes. 
 

mailto:admin@lovejoy.org


LoveJoy Lyceum Book Club meets this Wednesday, March 18th at 7:15pm via Zoom. This month's book is Absolution 
by Alice McDermott. 

Church Women United Lenten Services & Lunches 
Starting Ash Wednesday and continuing through Good Friday, community members are invited to attend 30 minute 
Lenten Services every Wednesday from 12–12:30pm, followed by a $5 lunch, at area churches. A free will offering 
will benefit Oasis Women's Center and Crisis Food Center. For dates and locations: https://bit.ly/3ZoX0S5. 

 Food Pantry Needs: Soup and Peanut Butter 

Trivia Night Friday, March 20 Fellowship Hall Doors open at 6:15pm Trivia starts at 7:00pm. $15.00 per 
person Maximum table of 8. The winning table receives money back. 10 rounds of questions. MULLIGANS - 10 
for $10.00 one allowed per round. Tea, coffee, water and popcorn will be provided. Heads or Tails during 
Intermission. PRESBYTERIAN PIES RAFFLED AT INTERMISSION.  For tickets, please contact 
John Shugert 314-374-1018 or Chuck Randall 618-623-8781.  

Holy Week at LoveJoy United 
Holy week and Easter are the high point of the Christian Year. This year we'll be joining our ministry partners at A 
Place of Grace for both Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services. Palm Sunday is 3/22 at 10:15. Maundy 
Thursday (Potluck) is 4/2 at 6 PM. Good Friday is 4/3 at 7 PM. 

Walk to Jerusalem We're OFF! 30 companions reported 433 miles this week of the 6415 mile trek to Jerusalem. 
It's not too late to join us https://www.aplaceofgrace-juliegvillo.net/upcoming-events.html. 

 Adult Christian Education on Sunday Mornings at 9 AM 
● Sunday Morning Live (Love Room & Zoom) Is an informal, conversational class that seeks to connect

scripture, theology, and faith to our lives and world. They relate current events to Scripture to create thought-
provoking discussions via The Wired Word.

● The Bible Class (Fellowship Hall & Zoom), led by Sandra Monroe, is exploring the lectionary readings
using the curriculum, Feasting on the Word.

Wednesdays at LoveJoy United 
● Lectionary Bible Study In-Person or Zoom at 10:15 AM - Join pastor Daniel as we discuss the scripture

readings for the upcoming Sunday.
● Lunch Bunch gathers on Wednesdays at 11:30 AM
● Zoom Evening Prayer on Wednesday nights at 7 PM.

               PRAYER CONCERNS 
             JoAnn Moss, Pat Fletcher, John Gremli & the Gremli Family, JoAnn Lamar, Trans folks, Kenny Slayden, Connie, 

Mark Carter, Tom and Jupiter, Shelly Devore (Brenda and Deb’s niece), Brittany, Bill Lester, Lanny Harris, John 
Kennedy, Renee Lynn, Forrest, David Hemphill, Linda Duncan, Terrye Mock (Valerie Freeman’s Sister-In-Law), 
Gary Chappell and Laurie Chappell (Edie Chappell’s son and her daughter-in-law), Cathy Lister (Karen Auston’s 
sister), Barb (Linda Smith’s daughter), Paula Blair, Jeane Slayden, David Norris, Jo Carter, Julie Spurgeon, Becky 
& Rich Davis and Ray Bently (Friends of Linda Allen), Tom Cunningham (friend of Paula Blair), Connie Anderson 
(member of College Avenue), Steve Burton & Sean Boston (relatives of Lynn Boston), Gary Cooper (Kathi 
Cooper’s brother), Chad Cox (friend of Mike Paddock) Joyce Melton (Faye Buerk’s friend), Joe Phillips, Hughie 
(Sandy Franke’s Son).    

NURSING & RETIREMENT HOME RESIDENTS  
Liberty Village, Maryville – Shirley Martin 
Villa Rose, Bethalto – Beth Forrester 
Cedarhurst, Bethalto – Mary Barnes, Linda Duncan, Lee McCoy 
Liberty Village, Jerseyville – Shirley Burris 
Villas of Holly Brook – Jeane Slayden  

https://bit.ly/3ZoX0S5
https://www.aplaceofgrace-juliegvillo.net/upcoming-events.html.


            
 

 
 LoveJoy United Presbyterian Church                                                                                   

2550 Rock Hill Rd, Wood River, IL 62095 
 www.lovejoyupc.org | (618) 254-5880 

 Rev. Daniel Ervin, Pastor | daniel@lovejoyupc.org 
Tabitha Nail, Admin | admin@lovejoyupc.org 

 Ann French, Director of Music 
Joshua Bryant, Custodian & Groundskeeper  
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