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<%+ Gathering

Words of Welcome
Prelude Quiet Carol Macklin
* Hymn 133 O Come, All Ye Faithful

1 O come, all ye faithful,

Jjoyful and triumphant;

O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold him,

born the King of angels!

O come, let us adore him;

O come, let us adore him;

O come, let us adore him,

Christ, the Lord!

2 True God from true God,

Light from light eternal,

born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
very God, begotten, not created!

O come, let us adore him;

O come, let us adore him;

O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord!

3 Sing, choirs of angels;

sing in exultation;

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all

glory in the highest!

O come, let us adore him;

O come, let us adore him;

O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord!

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,

born this happy morning;

Jesus, to thee be all glory given,
Word of the Father,

now in flesh appearing!

O come, let us adore him;



O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord!

* Advent Candle lighting ...even in the dark.
God is here.

* Thanksgiving for Baptism The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

* Hymn 134 Joy to the World, vv. 1, 2
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;,
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!

Let all their songs employ,

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,

repeat the sounding joy,

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

«+ Word
Time with the Children
Prayer for Illumination
First Reading Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news,
who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see
the return of the Lord to Zion.
9 Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the Lord has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.



Gospel Reading

Sermon

* Affirmation of Faith

10 The Lord has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;

and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

John 1:1-14

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3
All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was
life,[a] and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.[b] 10 He was in the world, and the
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. 11 He came to what was his own,[c] and his own people did
not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of
man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and lived
among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s
only son,[d] full of grace and truth.

< Responding

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with
the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and



the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world
to come. Amen.

* Hymn 123 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
1 It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth,
to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all,
from heaven’s all-gracious King”:
the world in solemn stillness lay,
to hear the angels sing.

2 Still through the cloven skies they come,
with peaceful wings unfurled,

and still their heavenly music floats

o’er all the weary world:

above its sad and lowly plains

they bend on hovering wing,

and ever o’er its Babel sounds

the blessed angels sing.

3 Yet with the woes of sin and strife
the world has suffered long;

beneath the heavenly hymn have rolled
two thousand years of wrong;

and we at war on earth hear not

the tidings that they bring;

O, hush the noise and cease the strife
to hear the angels sing!

4 And you, beneath life’s crushing load,
whose forms are bending low,

who toil along the climbing way

with painful steps and slow,

look now, for glad and golden hours
come swiftly on the wing:

O, rest beside the weary road,

and hear the angels sing.

5 For lo, the days are hastening on,
by prophets seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years



Announcements

Offering our Gifts

Prayer of Dedication

Sung call to Prayer

shall come the time foretold,

when peace shall over all the earth

its ancient splendors fling,

and the whole world give back the song
which now the angels sing.

Give at lovejoyupc.org/give
Tonight’s offering will benefit both the Overnight Warming Locations and
Oasis Women’s Center, two organizations

Hymn 121

O little town of Bethlehem,

How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light,

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Sanctus Hymn 552

The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy, Holy, Holy

1 Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

2 Blessed is he who comes

in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest,

hosanna in the highest.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,



* Passing of the Peace

* Communion

Communion Meditation

Prayer After Communion

* Hymn 122

* Charge & Benediction

and the glory, forever.
Amen.

May the Peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

Please come down the center aisle and receive a piece of bread and a cup of
Juice. If you wish to receive bread in your pew, the servers will assist you. If
you re joining us online, please have bread and juice/wine available to
celebrate with us. All who wish to know Jesus more deeply are invited to the
table.

Pastorale Corelli

<+ Sending

Silent Night, Holy Night!
As the candlelight comes to you,
please dip your unlighted candle toward the flame.

1 Silent night! Holy night!

All is calm, all is bright

‘round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,

sleep in heavenly peace.

2 Silent night! Holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar,
heav'nly hosts sing, “Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born!

Christ the Savior is born!”

3 Silent night! Holy night!

Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from Thy holy face
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth!

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth!

4 Silent night! Holy night!
Wondrous star, lend thy light,
with the angels let us sing
"Alleluia" to our King:
“Christ the Savior is born!
Christ the Savior is born.”



«¢* Worship Notes

Ann French is our Director of Music. Thanks to Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins and Alice Buzzard for their
technology gifts. Thanks also to our liturgist for the day. Parts of today’s service are adapted from The Book of
Common Worship and Call to Worship.

¢+ Land Acknowledgment
The LoveJoy United community gathers on the traditional land of the Tamaroa People, who have been its faithful
stewards for generations. We acknowledge and honor the past, present, and future of the Tamaroa and other
Indigenous peoples who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands.

Q) Ty(m) LovelJoy United Presbyterian Church
g 2550 Rock Hill Rd, Wood River, IL 62095
H www.lovejoyupc.org | (618) 254-5880

Rev. Daniel Ervin, Pastor | daniel@lovejoyupc.org

Tabitha Nail, Admin | admin@lovejoyupc.org

] Ann French, Director of Music
NEXT STEPS Joshua Bryant, Custodian & Groundskeeper
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