
The 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
 September 28, 2025 
 10:15 AM 
 

✥ Gathering 

Words of Welcome     
 
Prelude A Joyful Ring                  Kinyon             

 Bell Choir     
 

* Call to Worship  You who live in the shelter of the Most High,  
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,  
say to the Lord: 
My refuge and my fortress; my God,  
in whom I trust.  
The Lord executes justice for the oppressed, 
gives food to the hungry,  
sets the prisoners free, 
opens the eyes of the blind, 
lifts up those who are bowed down, 
watches over those who are estranged, 
and upholds the orphan and the widow.  
The Lord loves the righteous,  
but the way of the wicked 
God brings to ruin. 
Come, people of God, 
let us pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, endurance, and gentleness.  
Let all generations praise the Lord!  

 
* Prayer of the Day   

 
* Hymn 37 Let All Things Now Living 
 
                                                      1 Let all things now living 

a song of thanksgiving 
to God our Creator triumphantly raise; 
who fashioned and made us, 
protected and stayed us, 
by guiding us on to the end of our days. 
God's banners are o'er us; 
pure light goes before us, 
a pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 
till shadows have vanished, 
all fearfulness banished, 
as forward we travel from light into light. 



 
 

 
2 By law God enforces, 
the stars in their courses, 
the sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
the hills and the mountains, 
the rivers and fountains, 
the depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We too should be voicing 
our love and rejoicing; 
with glad adoration, a song let us raise, 
till all things now living 
unite in thanksgiving: 
to God in the highest, hosanna and praise! 

                     
Prayer of Confession God of justice and righteousness, 

you lift up the lowly and fill the empty; 
yet we adore the high and the mighty. 
You reach out to the poor; 
yet we ceaselessly pursue wealth. 
You talk about treasure in heaven; 
yet we want dollars 
in our accounts right now. 
Correct our misguided ways. 
Forgive our lack of generosity. 
Free us from striving for more and more. 
Change our hearts so that we can tend 
to things that matter 
and find our life in Jesus Christ… 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

* Passing of the Peace  May the Peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

 
* Hymn 582 Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

 1 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
 
2 World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

✥ Word 

  
Time with the Children         



 
 

                              
Prayer for Illumination  
 
First Reading Psalm 146 
 Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
    I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 
 
3 Do not put your trust in princes, 
    in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
    on that very day their plans perish. 
 
5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
6 who made heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith forever; 
7     who executes justice for the oppressed; 
    who gives food to the hungry. 
 
The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
8     the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
    the Lord loves the righteous. 
9 The Lord watches over the strangers; 
    he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
 
10 The Lord will reign forever, 
    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the Lord! 

 
Anthem We Say Amen!                                          Wilkerson/Wright                                                                                   

  
Second Reading Luke 16:19–31 

19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine 
linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate 
lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who 
longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s 
table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22 The poor 
man died and was carried away by the angels to be with 
Abraham.[a] The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In 
Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw 
Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side.[b] 24 He called out, 
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the 



 
 

tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony 
in these flames.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that 
during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus 
in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you 
are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us a great 
chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from 
here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 
27 He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s 
house— 28 for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so 
that they will not also come into this place of torment.’ 29 
Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they 
should listen to them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if 
someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 He 
said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the 
dead.’” 

Sermon  Rev. Daniel Ervin 
 
* Affirmation of Faith Adapted from the Confession of 1967 

The life, death, resurrection, 
and promised coming of Jesus Christ 
has set the pattern for the church’s mission. 
His human life involves the church 
in the common life of all people. 
His service to humankind 
commits the church 
to work for every form of human well-being. 
His suffering makes the church sensitive 
to all human suffering 
so that it sees the face of Christ 
in the faces of persons in every kind of need. 
His crucifixion discloses to the church 
God’s judgment on the inhumanity 
that marks human relations, 
and the awful consequences 
of the church’s own complicity in injustice. 
In the power of the risen Christ 
and the hope of his coming, 
the church sees the promise 
of God’s renewal of human life in society 
and of God’s victory over all wrong. 
The church follows this pattern 
in the form of its life 
and in the method of its action. 
So to live and serve 
is to confess Christ as Lord. 

 



 
 

* Hymn 100 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout 
  

 1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
that the God of my heart is great, 
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
that you bring to the ones who wait. 
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, 
and my weakness you did not spurn, 
so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
Could the world be about to turn? 
 
Refrain: 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
Let the fires of your justice burn. 
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
and the world is about to turn. 
 
2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 
you work great things in me, 
and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
to the end of the age to be. 
Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
and to those who would for you yearn, 
you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
for the world is about to turn. (Refrain) 
 
3 From the halls of power to the fortress tower, 
not a stone will be left on stone. 
Let the king beware for your justice tears 
every tyrant from his throne. 
The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
for the food they can never earn; 
there are tables spread; every mouth be fed, 
for the world is about to turn. (Refrain) 
 
4 Though the nations rage from age to age, 
we remember who holds us fast: 
God’s mercy must deliver us 
from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 
This saving word that our forebears heard 
is the promise which holds us bound, 
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
who is turning the world around. (Refrain) 
      

Announcements  
✥ Responding 

 
Offering our Gifts Give at lovejoyupc.org/give 

Loose cash offerings benefit our Good Samaritan fund, which helps our 
neighbors primarily through our partners at Riverbend Family Ministries. 



 
 

Checks for offering are processed on the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month.                 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

Doxology 606 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 

✥ Sending 
 
* Hymn 771 What Is the World Like 
 
 1 What is the world like when God's will is done? 

Mustard seeds grow more than we can conceive: 
roots thread the soil; branches reach for the sun. 
This is how God moves us each to believe. 
 
2 What is the world like when God's will is done? 
Witness the wandering child coming home; 
watch as the parent breaks into a run. 
This is how God longs for us when we roam. 
 
3 What is the world like when God's will is done? 
No more is neighbor just ally or friend; 
peace thrives in places where once there was none. 
This is how God works when rivalries end. 
 
4 What is the world like when God's will is done? 
Ready for feasting, we watch through the night, 
tending our lamps till the new day's begun. 
This is how God readies us for the light. 
 
5 These are the stories that Jesus imparts, 



 
 

filled with the Spirit who joins us as one. 
Born through our voices, our hands, and our hearts, 
this is a new world where God's will is done. 
 

 
* Charge & Benediction 
 
* Postlude                          How Firm a Foundation                        

 Smit
h               

✥ Worship Notes 

Ann French is our Director of Music. Thanks to Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins and Alice Buzzard for their 
technology gifts. Thanks also to our liturgist for the day. Parts of today’s service are adapted from The Book of 

Common Worship and Call to Worship.  
 

✥ Land Acknowledgment 
The LoveJoy United community gathers on the traditional land of the Tamaroa People, who have been its faithful 

stewards for generations. We acknowledge and honor the past, present, and future of the Tamaroa and other 
Indigenous peoples who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands. 

 
 ✥ Announcements 

Announcements marked with  are opportunities that relate to our Matthew 25 commitment. 
  

  Seeking Nominations for Elders, Deacons, and Nominating Committee. Our Congregational Nominating 
Committee is beginning their work to discern who will next serve in leadership at LoveJoy United. Please submit 
nominations at lovejoyupc.org/nextsteps and click “Nominations.” 
 
Game Day: Saturday, September 27th at 1pm.  Join us in the Fellowship Hall for an afternoon of fun and games! 
 
Thank you from the Carnes Family: The Carnes’s express their gratitude for all who have kept Mike in their 
prayers and supported the family with food and prayers. We continue to pray for Mike’s recovery. 
 

  Rummage Sale:  October 2nd - 4th  Donations accepted September 29th - October 1st at noon. 
 Presale - Thursday, October 2nd 5-7pm. Friday and Saturday (10/3 & 10/4) hours are 8 a.m. - noon.  
 

  Blood Drive: Thursday, October 9, 1- 6 pm.  Register at lovejoyupc.org and click next steps.  
 

  Prayer Buddies:  Come Support a kid for the school year by being their prayer buddy. If you know a kid, a 
grandkid, anyone in school let us know so we can pair them up with someone not in school so they can have prayer 
buddy. A sign up sheet is on the table in the Narthex and at lovejoyupc.org and click next steps.  
 
Leaf Peeping & Lunch Bus Trip Hosted by the Fellowship Committee:  Sunday, November 2nd at 11:30 AM. 
Great River Road & Pere Marquette Lodge -  Room for 49 Guests -  Door Prizes!!!! Grand Prize!!!! There is a 
signup sheet on the table in the Narthex. 
 

  Food Pantry Needs: Toilet Paper your donations are always appreciated. 
 

http://lovejoyupc.org/nextsteps
http://lovejoyupc.org/
http://lovejoyupc.org/


 
 

A Place of Grace Upcoming Events - Website: https://www.aplaceofgrace-juliegvillo.net/upcoming-
events.html 

• Afternoon Selah Retreat -  October 14, 2025 1:00 AM → 4:00 AM  
• W orship and W onder Morning Retreat -  O ctober 14, 2025 9:30 AM → 11:30 AM 
• Evening Prayer Art Retreat -O ctober 16, 2025 6:00 PM → 9:00 PM 

 
 Adult Christian Education on Sunday Mornings at 9 AM 
• Sunday Morning Live Is an informal, conversational class that seeks to connect scripture, theology, and 

faith to our lives and world. Each Sunday at 9:00, they meet in the Love Room and on Zoom. They relate 
current events to Scripture to create thought-provoking discussions via The Wired Word. 

• The Bible Class: Introduction to the Old Testament with Dr. Ryan Harris 
• If you've ever felt like the Old Testament is hard to understand, unapproachable, or just plain confusing, this 

class is  for you. We will be looking at the Old Testament in a variety of ways, with a focus on giving you 
new methods and tools for understanding the Old Testament and applying it to life. Class starts at 9 AM on 
Sunday, September 7.  lovejoyupc.org/nextsteps. 

Wednesdays at LoveJoy United 
• Lectionary Bible Study In-Person or Zoom at 10:15 AM - Join pastor Daniel and a number of others as we 

discuss the scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday.  
• Lunch Bunch gathers on Wednesdays at 11:30 AM 
• Zoom Evening Prayer on Wednesday nights at 7 PM.  

 
PRAYER CONCERNS 

             JoAnn Moss, Pat Fletcher, John Gremli & the Gremli Family, Connor, JoAnn Lamar, Trans folks, Kenny Slayden, 
Connie, Ched, Mark Carter, Tom and Jupiter, Kristi Doering, Shelly Devore (Brenda and Deb’s niece), Brittany, Bill 
Lester, Lanny Harris, John Kennedy, Renee Lynn, Kathie Luke (Julie Spurgeon’s Sister), Forrest, David Hemphill, 
Linda Duncan, JoJo, Terrye Mock (Valerie Freeman’s Sister-In-Law), Gary Chappell and Laurie Chappell (Edie 
Chappell’s son and her daughter-in-law), Cathy Lister (Karen Auston’s sister), Barb (Linda Smith’s daughter), Paula 
Blair, Jeane Slayden, Mike Carnes.  

 
NURSING & RETIREMENT HOME RESIDENTS  
Integrity Healthcare, Wood River – Herbert Peel 
The Cottages of Carlinville, Carlinville – Shirley Martin 
Villa Rose, Bethalto – Beth Forrester 
Cedarhurst, Bethalto – Mary Barnes 
Liberty Village, Jerseyville – Shirley Burris 
Villas of Holly Brook – Jeane Slayden 

 
 

 
 LoveJoy United Presbyterian Church                                                                                   

2550 Rock Hill Rd, Wood River, IL 62095 
 www.lovejoyupc.org | (618) 254-5880 

 Rev. Daniel Ervin, Pastor | daniel@lovejoyupc.org 
Tabitha Nail, Admin | admin@lovejoyupc.org 

 Ann French, Director of Music 
Joshua Bryant, Custodian & Groundskeeper  

https://www.aplaceofgrace-juliegvillo.net/upcoming-events.html
https://www.aplaceofgrace-juliegvillo.net/upcoming-events.html
http://lovejoyupc.org/nextsteps
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