
The 5th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 13, 2025 

10:15 AM 

✥ Gathering

Words of Welcome  

Prelude      

Call to Worship  

* Prayer of the Day

* Hymn 385

Creator of the world, eternal God, 
we have come from many places for a little while. 
Redeemer of humanity, God-with-us, 
we have come with all our differences,  
seeking common ground. 
Spirit of unity, go-between God, 
we have come on journeys of our own, 
to this place where journeys meet. 
So here, in this shelter house, 
let us take time together. 
For when paths cross and pilgrims gather, 
there is much to share and celebrate.  
In your name, Three-In-One God, 
Pattern of Community. Amen.  

All People That on Earth Do Dwell 

1 All people that on earth do dwell, 
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell. 
Come ye before him and rejoice. 
2 Know that the Lord is God indeed; 
without our aid he did us make; 
we are his folk; he doth us feed, 
and for his sheep he doth us take. 

3 O enter then his gates with praise; 
approach with joy his courts unto; 
praise, laud, and bless his name always, 
for it is seemly so to do. 

4 For why? The Lord our God is good; 
his mercy is forever sure; 
his truth at all times firmly stood, 
and shall from age to age endure. 

Make the Sounds of Praise                         Hughes



Prayer of Confession Gracious God, 
Jesus tells us that our lives are enriched 

by loving you and loving our neighbors. 
We confess that love is hard for us. 
We are too selfish or too pessimistic, 

too hollow or too hardened, 
or just too tired 
to give ourselves to love’s demands. 

Forgive our arrogance and our listlessness. 
Cleanse our hearts 
that we might find the strength 
to do what love requires 
and the grace to receive 
what love has to give. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, 
whose love has no boundary. Silent Prayers 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

* Passing of the Peace May the Peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

* Hymn 582 Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 
1 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

2 World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

✥ Word

Time with the Children 

Special Music       

Prayer for Illumination 

First Reading Psalm 25:1-10 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
2 O my God, in you I trust; 
    do not let me be put to shame; 
    do not let my enemies exult over me. 
3 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 
    let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 

 In the Bulb There is a Flower                 Alice Buzzard
                                                                 (Sleeth) 



    teach me your paths. 
5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 
    for you are the God of my salvation; 
    for you I wait all day long. 
6 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, 
    for they have been from of old. 
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
    according to your steadfast love remember me, 
    for your goodness’ sake, O Lord! 
8 Good and upright is the Lord; 
    therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
9 He leads the humble in what is right, 
    and teaches the humble his way. 
10 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, 
    for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 

Second Reading Luke 10:25-37 

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus.[a] “Teacher,” he said, 
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is 
written in the law? What do you read there?” 27 He answered, “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the 
right answer; do this, and you will live.” 

29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat 
him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest 
was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the 
other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw 
him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling 
came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He 
went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on 
them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and 
took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii,[b] gave them 
to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I 
will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do 
you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the 
robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to 
him, “Go and do likewise.” 

Sermon No More a Stranger: Good Hosts Rev. Daniel Ervin 

✥ Responding

* Affirmation of Faith A Brief Statement of Faith 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2010%3A25-37&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-29653a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2010%3A25-37&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-29663b


everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 
and binds us together with all believers 
in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
The same Spirit 
who inspired the prophets and apostles 
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 
engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, 
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
and calls women and men to all ministries of the church. 
In a broken and fearful world 
the Spirit gives us courage 
to pray without ceasing, 
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” Amen 

* Hymn 154 Jesus Entered Egypt 

1 Jesus entered Egypt 
fleeing Herod's hand, 
living as an alien 
in a foreign land. 
Far from home and country 
with his family, 
was there room and welcome 
for this refugee? 

2 Jesus was a migrant 
living as a guest 
with the friends and strangers 
who could offer rest. 
Do we hold wealth lightly 
so that we can share 
shelter with the homeless, 
and abundant care? 

3 Jesus crosses borders 
with the wandering poor, 
searching for a refuge, 
for an open door. 
Do our words and actions 
answer Jesus' plea: 



"Give the lowly welcome, 
and you welcome me"? 

Announcements 

Offering our Gifts Give at lovejoyupc.org/give 
Loose cash offerings benefit our Good Samaritan fund, which helps our 
neighbors primarily through our partners at Riverbend Family Ministries. 
Checks for offering are processed on the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month.      

Prayer of Dedication 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Sung Call to Prayer Doxology Hymn 606 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

✥ Sending

* Hymn 301 Let Us Build a House 

1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

Refrain: 
all are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place. 



2 Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
and words are strong and true, 
where all God’s children dare to seek 
to dream God’s reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God’s grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: (Refrain) 

3 Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine, and wheat; 
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: (Refrain) 

4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
and live the Word they’ve known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
bear the image of God’s face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger: (Refrain) 

Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, 
taught and claimed as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace; 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: (Refrain) 

* Charge & Benediction

* Postlude Postlude                                       Mendelssohn

✥ Worship Notes

Ann French is our Director of Music. Thanks to Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins and Alice Buzzard for their 
technology gifts. Thanks also to our liturgist for the day. Parts of today’s service are adapted from The Book of 

Common Worship and Call to Worship. The call to worship is from Iona Abbey Worship Book.

✥ Land Acknowledgment

The LoveJoy United community gathers on the traditional land of the Tamaroa People, who have been its faithful 
stewards for generations. We acknowledge and honor the past, present, and future of the Tamaroa and other 

Indigenous peoples who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands.



✥ Announcements

Announcements marked with  are opportunities that relate to our Matthew 25 commitment. 

Learn More about LoveJoy United - July 13 
Everyone belongs at LoveJoy United. But if you're interested in learning more about the church or how to become a 
member, join us for a light luncheon after worship on July 13. We'll share about the ministries of the congregation, 
how you might get involved, and we'll give you a chance to ask questions. Let pastor Daniel know you're interested 
or go to lovejoyupc.org and click 'next steps' and choose Learn More About LoveJoy. 

  LoveJoy Lyceum Book Club - July 16 
Lyceum Book Club will meet via Zoom at 7:15 p.m. on Wednesday, July 16. The book for this month is James, the 
2025 Pulitzer Prize novel written by Percival Everett. 

  Food Pantry Needs: Mac & cheese and toilet paper, your donations are always appreciated. 

 Per Capita Giving in the Presbyterian Church 
LoveJoy United will pay $40 per member in 2025 to fund the work of the Giddings-Lovejoy Presbytery that serves 
the churches in its care, the national Office of General Assembly that brings us together to discern the Spirit's 
leading, the Office of Stated Clerk that provides leadership for Presbyterians nationwide and the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency that oversees the work of the Presbyterian church for others here and around the world.  
To help the congregation meet this financial obligation, many members of LoveJoy United choose to help offset the 
cost of Per Capita for themselves or family members. Per Capita for 2025 is $40/person. You can send a check or 
pay online at lovejoyupc.org/give. 

 Adult Christian Education on Sunday Mornings at 9 AM 
● Sunday Morning Live Is an informal, conversational class that seeks to connect scripture, theology, and

faith to our lives and world. Each Sunday at 9:00, they meet in the Love Room and on Zoom. They relate
current events to Scripture to create thought-provoking discussions via The Wired Word.

● Summer Adult Class on the Gospel of Mark
Pastor Daniel is leading a class on the Gospel of Mark at 9 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Using curriculum
by Amy-Jill Levine, we’ll be exploring what scholars believe was the first Gospel to be written. Please
sign up so we can order materials for you. Sign up on the table in the Narthex or at
lovejoyupc.org/nextsteps.

Wednesdays at LoveJoy United 
• Lectionary Bible Study In-Person or Zoom at 10:15 AM - Join pastor Daniel and a number of others as we

discuss the scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday.
• Lunch Bunch gathers on Wednesdays at 11:30 AM
• Zoom Evening Prayer on Wednesday nights at 7 PM.

PRAYER CONCERNS 
             JoAnn Moss, Pat Fletcher, John Gremli & the Gremli Family, Connor, JoAnn Lamar, Trans folks, Kenny Slayden, 

Connie, Ched, Mark Carter, Tom and Jupiter, Kristi Doering, Shelly Devore (Brenda and Deb’s niece), Brittany, Bill 
Lester, Lanny Harris, John Kennedy, Renee Lynn, Kathie Luke (Julie Spurgeon’s Sister), Forrest, David Hemphill, 
Linda Duncan, JoJo, Terrye Mock (Valerie Freeman’s Sister-In-Law), Gary Chappell and Laurie Chappell (Edie 
Chappell’s son and her daughter-in-law). 

NURSING & RETIREMENT HOME RESIDENTS  
Integrity Healthcare, Wood River – Herbert Peel 
The Cottages of Carlinville, Carlinville – Shirley Martin 
Villa Rose, Bethalto – Beth Forrester 

http://lovejoyupc.org/give
http://lovejoyupc.org/nextsteps


Cedarhurst, Bethalto – Mary Barnes 
Liberty Village, Jerseyville – Shirley Burris 
Villas of Holly Brook – Jeane Slayd 

LoveJoy United Presbyterian Church
2550 Rock Hill Rd, Wood River, IL 62095 

www.lovejoyupc.org | (618) 254-5880 
Rev. Daniel Ervin, Pastor | daniel@lovejoyupc.org 

Tabitha Nail, Admin | admin@lovejoyupc.org 
Ann French, Director of Music 

Joshua Bryant, Custodian & Groundskeeper 
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