
The 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 June 29, 2025 
 10:15 AM 
 

✥ Gathering 

Words of Welcome                                                

Prelude                               Prelude                                          Corelli
  

Call to Worship  In the calm waters of the ponds 
and the bouncing waters of the rivers, 
you make a path, O God of wonders. 
In the playful waters of the streams 
that shape every rock 
and the furious waters  
of the whirlwinds coming down, 
you make a path, O God of wonders. 
We come to praise God, 
knowing that in the quiet  
and in the chaos of our lives,  
you will make a path.  
Let us worship God! 

 
* Prayer of the Day  

 
* Hymn 837      What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine 

 
1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms; 
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 
Refrain: 
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; 
leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 
2 O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, 
leaning on the everlasting arms; 
O how bright the path grows from day to day, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. (Refrain) 
 
3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 
leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 



 
 

leaning on the everlasting arms. (Refrain) 
  

Prayer of Confession God of mercy 
we confess that we too often give in 
to the yearnings of the flesh. 
We have impure thoughts. 
We idolize those who misuse power. 
We harbor jealousies and are quick to anger. 
We neglect to care for others 
and gratify our own desires. 
Forgive us, O God, 
and cleanse us of our sin. 
Lead us to ways of love, joy, and peace. 
Send your Spirit to engender patience, kindness, and 
generosity, 
and lead us to be gentle 
in our care for all of your people… 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

* Passing of the Peace  May the Peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

 
* Hymn 582 Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

 1 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
 
2 World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

✥ Word 

  
Time with the Children 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
First Reading Psalm 16 
 
 Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 

2 I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; 
    I have no good apart from you.”[a] 
 
3 As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, 
    in whom is all my delight. 
 



 
 

4 Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows;[b] 
    their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 
    or take their names upon my lips. 
 
5 The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; 
    you hold my lot. 
6 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
    I have a goodly heritage. 
 
7 I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
    in the night also my heart instructs me. 
8 I keep the Lord always before me; 
    because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
 
9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 
    my body also rests secure. 
10 For you do not give me up to Sheol, 
    or let your faithful one see the Pit. 
 
11 You show me the path of life. 
    In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
    in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 
Special Music                               As the Deer/Fairest Lord Jesus             Hayes            

 Ann French 
 
Second Reading Galatians 5:1, 13-25  
 5 1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do 

not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
 
 13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters;[a] only do not 

use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence,[b] but through 
love become slaves to one another. 14 For the whole law is summed 
up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 15 If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care 
that you are not consumed by one another. 

 
16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
17 For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the 
Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each 
other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18 But if you are led 
by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19 Now the works of the 
flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20 idolatry, 
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, 
factions, 21 envy,[c] drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I 
am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 
22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. 



 
 

There is no law against such things. 24 And those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If 
we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 
 

Sermon  Rev. Daniel Ervin 
 

 

✥ Responding 
 

* Affirmation of Faith A Brief Statement of Faith 
 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 
and binds us together with all believers 
in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
The same Spirit 
who inspired the prophets and apostles 
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 
engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, 
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
and calls women and men to all ministries of the church. 
In a broken and fearful world 
the Spirit gives us courage 
to pray without ceasing, 
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” Amen 

 
* Hymn 308 O God in Whom All Life Begins 
 
 1 O God in whom all life begins, 

who births the seed to fruit, 
bestow your blessing on our lives; 
here let your love find root. 
Bring forth in us the Spirit’s gifts 
of patience, joy, and peace; 
deliver us from numbing fear, 
and grant our faith increase. 
 
2 Unite in mutual ministry 



 
 

our minds and hands and hearts 
that we may have the grace to seek 
the power your peace imparts. 
So let our varied gifts combine 
to glorify your Name 
that in all things by word and deed 
we may your love proclaim. 
 
3 Through tears and laughter, grief and joy, 
enlarge our trust and care; 
so bind us in community 
that we may risk and dare. 
Be with us when we gather here 
to worship, sing, and pray; 
then send us forth in power and faith 
to live the words we say. 

 
Announcements  

 
Offering our Gifts Give at lovejoyupc.org/give 

Loose cash offerings benefit our Good Samaritan fund, which helps our 
neighbors primarily through our partners at Riverbend Family Ministries. 
Checks for offering are processed on the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month.                 

 
Prayer of Dedication 

 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 
Sung call to Prayer Doxology Hymn 606 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
✥ Sending 

 



 
 

*Hymn  693     Though I May Speak 
 
 1 Though I may speak with bravest fire, 

and have the gift to all inspire, 
and have not love, my words are vain, 
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 
 
2 Though I may give all I possess, 
and striving so my love profess, 
but not be given by love within, 
the profit soon turns strangely thin. 
 
3 Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control; 
our spirits long to be made whole. 
Let inward love guide every deed; 
by this we worship, and are freed.  

 
* Charge & Benediction 
 
* Postlude                        Organ Suite                              Baylor 

✥ Worship Notes 

Ann French is our Director of Music. Thanks to Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins and Alice Buzzard for their 
technology gifts. Thanks also to our liturgist for the day. Parts of today’s service are adapted from The Book of 

Common Worship and Call to Worship.  

✥ Land Acknowledgment 

The LoveJoy United community gathers on the traditional land of the Tamaroa People, who have been its faithful 
stewards for generations. We acknowledge and honor the past, present, and future of the Tamaroa and other 

Indigenous peoples who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands. 

 ✥ Announcements 

Announcements marked with  are opportunities that relate to our Matthew 25 commitment.  

  Tornado Relief  - A Big Thanks to all of you for your generous donations to our Tornado Relief Drive. Due to 
your efforts LoveJoy donated a large load of supplies and we raised a total of $1445. 
 

Learn More about LoveJoy United - July 13 
Everyone belongs at LoveJoy United. But if you're interested in learning more about the church or how to become a 
member, join us for a light luncheon after worship on July 13. We'll share about the ministries of the congregation, 
how you might get involved, and we'll give you a chance to ask questions. Let pastor Daniel know you're interested 
or go to lovejoyupc.org and click 'next steps' and choose Learn More About LoveJoy. 
 
Bible Study and Lunch Bunch on July 2 are cancelled. 
 
Sewing and Craft Circle is taking a break for the summer and will resume in September. 
 



 
 

  Food Pantry Needs: Mac & cheese and toilet paper, your donations are always appreciated. 
 

 Adult Christian Education on Sunday Mornings at 9 AM 
● Sunday Morning Live Is an informal, conversational class that seeks to connect scripture, theology, and 

faith to our lives and world. Each Sunday at 9:00, they meet in the Love Room and on Zoom. They relate 
current events to Scripture to create thought-provoking discussions via The Wired Word. 

● Summer Adult Class on the Gospel of Mark 
Pastor Daniel is leading a class on the Gospel of Mark at 9 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Using curriculum 
by Amy-Jill Levine, we’ll be exploring what scholars believe was the first Gospel to be written. Please 
sign up so we can order materials for you. Sign up on the table in the Narthex or at 
lovejoyupc.org/nextsteps. 

 
Wednesdays at LoveJoy United 

● Lectionary Bible Study In-Person or Zoom at 10:15 AM - Join pastor Daniel and a number of others as we 
discuss the scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday.  

● Lunch Bunch gathers on Wednesdays at 11:30 AM 
● Zoom Evening Prayer on Wednesday nights at 7 PM.  
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 

             JoAnn Moss, Pat Fletcher, Katie Davis, John Gremli & the Gremli Family, Connor, JoAnn Lamar, Trans folks, 
Kenny Slayden, Connie, Ched, Mark Carter, Abby Cotter, Tom and Jupiter, Kristi Doering, Shelly Devore (Brenda 
and Deb’s niece), Brittany, Bill Lester, Lanny Harris, John Kennedy, Renee Lynn, Kathie Luke (Julie Spurgeon’s 
Sister), Forrest, David Hemphill, Linda Duncan, JoJo, Terrye Mock (Valerie Freeman’s Sister-In-Law), Gary 
Chappell and Laurie Chappell (Edie Chappell’s son and her daughter-in-law). 

 
NURSING & RETIREMENT HOME RESIDENTS  
Integrity Healthcare, Wood River – Herbert Peel 
The Cottages of Carlinville, Carlinville – Shirley Martin 
Villa Rose, Bethalto – Beth Forrester 
Cedarhurst, Bethalto – Mary Barnes 
Liberty Village, Jerseyville – Shirley Burris 
Villas of Holly Brook – Jeane Slayden 
 

 
 

 LoveJoy United Presbyterian Church                                                                                   
2550 Rock Hill Rd, Wood River, IL 62095 

 www.lovejoyupc.org | (618) 254-5880 
 Rev. Daniel Ervin, Pastor | daniel@lovejoyupc.org 

Tabitha Nail, Admin | admin@lovejoyupc.org 
 Ann French, Director of Music 

Joshua Bryant, Custodian & Groundskeeper  

http://lovejoyupc.org/nextsteps
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