
5th Sunday after the Epiphany 
 February 9, 2025 
 10:15 AM 
 

✥ Gathering 

Words of Welcome                                                

Prelude                                 Beautiful Savior                       Wagner         
 Bell Choir                  

 
* Call to Worship  You call us, O Christ, to live as your disciples, 

with new life, by way of new paths, 
seeking new ways. 
In your call toward deep waters, 
grant us faith. 
In your command not to fear, 
grant us courage. 
In your invitation to follow, 
grant us surrender. 
Restore to us the joy of living as your disciples, 
that we might travel with you 
in the way of miracle. Amen. 

 
* Prayer of the Day  
 
* Hymn 69 I, the Lord of Sea and Sky 
 
 1 I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Refrain: 
Here I am, Lord. 
Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
2 I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people's pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 



 
 

give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
(Refrain) 
 
3 I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
(Refrain)  

  
Prayer of Confession Merciful God, 

you call, but we seldom hear. 
You beckon, yet we turn away. 
Sin keeps us from responding to you, 
thwarting even our best efforts. 
Forgive our lack of attention 
to things that matter 
and restore our sense of your priorities. 
Focus us on your call to worship and service 
as we seek to follow after Jesus Christ… 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

* Passing of the Peace  May the Peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

 
* Glory to God 582 Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

1 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

 
2 World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

✥ Word 

  
Time with the Children 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 



 
 

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I 

proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 
through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the 
message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in 
vain. For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 
and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to 
the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and 
sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have 
died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as 
to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the 
apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church 
of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward 
me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 
them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 
Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to 
believe. 

Anthem                      Shine on Us                                           Smith& Smith/Sterling           

Gospel Luke 5:1-11  
 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd 

was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at 
the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing 
their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and 
asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and 
taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to 
Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 
Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught 
nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” When they had done 
this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So 
they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And 
they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon 
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, 
for I am a sinful man!” For he and all who were with him were amazed at 
the catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons 
of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do 
not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” When they had 
brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 

 
Sermon  Rev. Daniel Ervin 
 

✥ Responding 
 
* Affirmation of Faith 

God’s sovereign love is a mystery 



 
 

beyond the reach of the human mind. 
Human thought ascribes to God 
superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. 
But God reveals divine love in Jesus Christ 
by showing power in the form of a servant, 
wisdom in the folly of the cross, 
and goodness in receiving 
sinful men and women. 
The power of God’s love in Christ 
to transform the world 
discloses that the Redeemer 
is the Lord and Creator 
who made all things 
to serve the purpose of God’s love. Amen 

 
* Hymn 726 Will You Come and Follow Me 
 

1 “Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown; will you let my name be known; 
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?” 
 
2 “Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?” 
 
3 “Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?” 
 
4 “Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?” 
 
5 Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
Announcements  
 

 
Offering our Gifts Give at lovejoyupc.org/give 

Loose cash offerings benefit our Good Samaritan fund, which helps our neighbors 
primarily through our partners at Riverbend Family Ministries. Checks for offering 



 
 

are processed on the second and fourth Mondays of each month. 
                  
Prayer of Dedication 

 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 
Sung call to Prayer Kum ba Yah Hymn 472 

Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah! 
Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah! 
Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah! 
O Lord, kum ba yah! 
 

Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 

✥ Sending 
 

* Hymn 697 Take My Life 
 
                                   1 Take my life and let it be 

consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in ceaseless praise; 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
2 Take my hands and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love; 
take my feet and let them be 
swift and beautiful for thee, 
swift and beautiful for thee. 
 
3 Take my voice and let me sing 
always, only, for my King; 
take my lips and let them be 
filled with messages from thee, 



 
 

filled with messages from thee. 
 
4 Take my sliver and my gold; 
not a mite would I withhold; 
take my intellect and use 
every power as thou shalt choose, 
every power as thou shalt choose. 
 
5 Take my will and make it thine; 
it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is thine own; 
it shall be thy royal throne, 
it shall be thy royal throne. 
 
6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour 
at thy feet its treasure store; 
take myself and I will be 
ever, only, all for thee, 
ever, only, all for thee.  

  
* Charge & Benediction 
 
* Postlude                  Fugue in C Major                                              Bach  

✥ Worship Notes 

Ann French is our Director of Music. Thanks to Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins and Alice Buzzard for their 
technology gifts. Thanks also to our liturgist for the day. Parts of today’s service are adapted from The Book of 

Common Worship and Call to Worship.  

✥ Land Acknowledgment 

The LoveJoy United community gathers on the traditional land of the Tamaroa People, who have been its faithful 
stewards for generations. We acknowledge and honor the past, present, and future of the Tamaroa and other 

Indigenous peoples who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands. 

 ✥ Announcements 

Announcements marked with  are opportunities that relate to our Matthew 25 commitment.  

Directory Update 
Please let the church office know if you have any updates to your address or phone number.  We are getting ready to 
print updated directories for the year. Changes can be emailed to Tabitha at admin@lovejoyupc.org. 

LoveJoy Lyceum Book Club 
On February 19, The Lyceum Book Group will discuss The Heaven and Earth Grocery Store.  James McBride’s 

mailto:admin@lovejoyupc.org


 
 

novel is about small-town secrets, the people who keep them and how damaging bigotry, hypocrisy, and deceit can 
be to a community. Join our Zoom discussion at 7:15 on Wednesday evening after Evening Prayer.  

 Adult Christian Education on Sunday Mornings at 9 AM 
- Sunday Morning Live, led by Rev. Dr. Mark Russell, is an informal, conversational class that seeks to 

connect scripture, theology, and faith to our lives and world. They meet in the Love Room and on Zoom. 
They’re currently talking about the Ten Commandments. 

- The Gospel of John Class, led by Rev. Dr. Linda Shugert begins on Dec 1. Still time to sign up at 
lovejoyupc.org/nextsteps. They meet in Fellowship Hall. 

 
Wednesdays at LoveJoy United 

● Lectionary Bible Study In-Person or Zoom at 10:15 AM - Join pastor Daniel and a number of others as we 
discuss the scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday.  

● Lunch Bunch gathers on Wednesdays at 11:30 AM 
● Zoom Evening Prayer at 7 PM (lovejoyupc.org/live) 

 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
             JoAnn Moss, Pat Fletcher, Katie Davis, John Gremli & the Gremli Family, Connor, JoAnn Lamar, Trans folks in 

KY, TN, FL, MO, ID, Mason Inlow, Kenny Slayden, Connie, Ched, Mark Carter, Kathy Walker (Jack & Dottie 
Kleinert’s daughter), Abby Cotter, Tom and his father Ralph and his daughter Jupiter, Kristi Doering, Shelly Devore 
(Brenda and Deb’s niece), Brittany, Bill Lester, Lanny Harris, Paula Blair, John Kennedy, Renee Lynn, Kathie Luke 
(Julie Spurgeon’s Sister), Eugene Sackett - lung cancer (The King’s nephew), Forrest, Jim Caffrey (cancer), June 
Blankenship (tumors), David Hemphill, Jo Ellen Gillooley (Relative of the Henson’s), Michael & Robert Musgrave-
Perkins, Mark Russell. 

 
NURSING & RETIREMENT HOME RESIDENTS  
Integrity Healthcare, Wood River – Herbert Peel 
The Cottages of Carlinville, Carlinville – Shirley Martin 
Villa Rose, Bethalto – Beth Forrester 
Cedarhurst, Bethalto – Mary Barnes 
Liberty Village, Jerseyville – Shirley Burris 
Villas of Holly Brook – Jeane Slayden 

 
 

 LoveJoy United Presbyterian Church                                                                                   
2550 Rock Hill Rd, Wood River, IL 62095 

 www.lovejoyupc.org | (618) 254-5880 
 Rev. Daniel Ervin, Pastor | daniel@lovejoyupc.org 

Tabitha Nail, Admin | admin@lovejoyupc.org 
 Ann French, Director of Music 

Joshua Bryant, Custodian & Groundskeeper  

http://lovejoyupc.org/nextsteps
http://lovejoyupc.org/live
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