
4th Sunday after the Epiphany 
 February 2, 2025 
 10:15 AM 
 

✥ Gathering 

Words of Welcome                                                

Prelude                                 Simple Gifts                                   Sewell                            
 
* Call to Worship  In you, O Lord, let us take refuge, 
 so we might never be put to shame. 
 In your righteousness, O Lord, 
 let us find deliverance, 
 so we might experience your saving power. 
 In your presence, O God, let us place our trust, 
 so we might find confidence in you alone. 
 You are our rock and our refuge, 
 our fortress and shield. 
 We turn to you again this day. Amen. 
* Prayer of the Day  
 
* Hymn 515 I Come with Joy 

 
1 I come with joy, a child of God, 
forgiven, loved, and free, 
the life of Jesus to recall, 
in love laid down for me, 
in love laid down for me. 
 
2 I come with Christians far and near 
to find, as all are fed, 
the new community of love 
in Christ’s communion bread, 
in Christ’s communion bread. 
 
3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 
each proud division ends. 
The love that made us, makes us one, 
and strangers now are friends, 
and strangers now are friends. 
 
4 The Spirit of the risen Christ, 
unseen, but ever near, 
is in such friendship better known, 



 
 

alive among us here, 
alive among us here. 
 
5 Together met, together bound 
by all that God has done, 
we’ll go with joy, to give the world 
the love that makes us one, 
the love that makes us one. 

 
Prayer of Confession Holy God, we confess 

that we have wandered from your light. 
We follow paths of self-indulgence, 
instead of focusing on our need of you. 
We passively accept 
the suffering of the world, 
expecting others to stand up and wor 
for the change we would like to see. 
Lord, in your strength, 
renew us and compel us by your invitation 
that we may work to pursue 
your justice and mercy for all people, 
sharing your light in ways great and small… 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

* Passing of the Peace  May the Peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

 
* Glory to God 582 Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

1 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

 
2 World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

✥ Word 

  
Time with the Children 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
 



 
 

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
13 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I 
am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all my 
possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have 
love, I gain nothing. 4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or 
boastful or arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not 
irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the 
truth. 7It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. 8Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as 
for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9For 
we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 10but when the complete 
comes, the partial will come to an end. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a 
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I 
put an end to childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we 
will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as 
I have been fully known. 13And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 
and the greatest of these is love. 
 

Anthem                      How Beautiful                                Paris/Harlan            

Gospel Luke 4:21-30  
 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in 

your hearing.” 22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious 
words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23He 
said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure 
yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that 
we have heard you did at Capernaum.’” 24And he said, “Truly I tell you, no 
prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 25But the truth is, there were 
many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up 
three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; 
26yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in 
Sidon. 27There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet 
Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28When 
they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. 29They got up, 
drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their 
town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 30But he passed 
through the midst of them and went on his way. 

 
Sermon  Rev. Daniel Ervin 
 

✥ Bath 
 

* Hymn 490 Wash, O God, Your Precious Children 
1 Wash, O God, your precious children, 
newborn creatures of your womb. 
Number them among your people, 



 
 

raised like Christ from death and tomb. 
Weave them garments bright and sparkling; 
compass them with love and light. 
Fill, anoint them; send your Spirit, 
holy dove and heart’s delight. 
 
2 Every day we need your nurture; 
by your milk may we be fed 
Let us join your feast, partaking 
cup of blessing, living bread. 
God, renew us; guide our footsteps, 
free from sin and all its snares, 
one with Christ in living, dying, 
by your Spirit, children, heirs. 
 
3 O how deep your holy wisdom! 
Unimagined, all your ways! 
To your name be glory, honor! 
With our lives we worship, praise! 
We your people stand before you, 
water-washed and Spirit-born. 
By your grace, our lives we offer. 
Re-create us; God, transform! 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism for Ty Hardimon 
Presentation 
 

* Affirmation of Faith 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving over the Water 
Baptism 
Welcome 

 
Announcements  

 

✥ Table 
 



 
 

Offering our Gifts Give at lovejoyupc.org/give 
Loose cash offerings benefit our Good Samaritan fund, which helps our neighbors 
primarily through our partners at Riverbend Family Ministries. Checks for offering 
are processed on the second and fourth Mondays of each month. 

                  
Prayer of Dedication 

 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 
Sung call to Prayer Kum ba Yah Hymn 472 

Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah! 
Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah! 
Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah! 
O Lord, kum ba yah! 
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
 The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Sanctus Hymn 552 Holy, Holy, Holy 

1 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
2 Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

Communion 
Please come down the center aisle and receive a piece of bread 
and a cup of juice. If you wish to receive bread in your pew, the 
servers will assist you. If you’re joining us online, please have 
bread and juice/wine available to celebrate with us. All who 



 
 

wish to know Jesus more deeply are invited to the table. 
 

Communion Meditation  Our Savior, Our Shepherd                            Sikes  
 
Prayer After Communion 
 

✥ Sending 
 

* Hymn 693 Though I May Speak 
 

 1 Though I may speak with bravest fire, 
and have the gift to all inspire, 
and have not love, my words are vain, 
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 
 
2 Though I may give all I possess, 
and striving so my love profess, 
but not be given by love within, 
the profit soon turns strangely thin. 
 
3 Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control; 
our spirits long to be made whole. 
Let inward love guide every deed; 
by this we worship, and are freed.  

  
* Charge & Benediction 
 
* Postlude                  Allegro Maestoso                                    Handel 

✥ Worship Notes 

Ann French is our Director of Music. Thanks to Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins and Alice Buzzard for their 
technology gifts. Thanks also to our liturgist for the day. Parts of today’s service are adapted from The Book of 

Common Worship and Call to Worship.  

✥ Land Acknowledgment 

The LoveJoy United community gathers on the traditional land of the Tamaroa People, who have been its faithful 
stewards for generations. We acknowledge and honor the past, present, and future of the Tamaroa and other 

Indigenous peoples who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands. 

 ✥ Announcements 

Announcements marked with  are opportunities that relate to our Matthew 25 commitment.  

Faith Formation for Children & Youth + Confirmation gather again on February 2 after worship 



 
 

Lunch will be provided. 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive  
We have scheduled a Blood Drive for Tuesday, February 4, 2 pm to 6 pm. Go to lovejoyupc.org/nextsteps to register, 
or call 1-800-733-2767.  
 
Thank-you 
The Henson family would like to express our gratitude for the amazing response and support given during the 
celebration for Hershel's 90th birthday. The food items and monetary donations for the food pantry were 
greatly appreciated. - Hershel & Lucille 
 

 Adult Christian Education on Sunday Mornings at 9 AM 
- Sunday Morning Live, led by Rev. Dr. Mark Russell, is an informal, conversational class that seeks to 

connect scripture, theology, and faith to our lives and world. They meet in the Love Room and on Zoom. 
They’re currently talking about the Ten Commandments. 

- The Gospel of John Class, led by Rev. Dr. Linda Shugert begins on Dec 1. Still time to sign up at 
lovejoyupc.org/nextsteps. They meet in Fellowship Hall. 

 
Wednesdays at LoveJoy United 

● Lectionary Bible Study In-Person or Zoom at 10:15 AM - Join pastor Daniel and a number of others as we 
discuss the scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday.  

● Lunch Bunch gathers on Wednesdays at 11:30 AM 
● Zoom Evening Prayer at 7 PM (lovejoyupc.org/live) 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 

            JoAnn Moss, Pat Fletcher, Katie Davis, John Gremli & the Gremli Family, Connor, JoAnn Lamar, Trans folks in KY, 
TN, FL, MO, ID, Mason Inlow, Kenny Slayden, Connie, Ched, Mark Carter, Kathy Walker (Jack & Dottie Kleinert’s 
daughter), Abby Cotter, Tom and his father Ralph and his daughter Jupiter, Kristi Doering, Shelly Devore (Brenda 
and Deb’s niece), Brittany, Bill Lester, Lanny Harris, Paula Blair, John Kennedy, Renee Lynn, Kathie Luke (Julie 
Spurgeon’s Sister), Eugene Sackett - lung cancer (The King’s nephew), Forrest, Jim Caffrey (cancer), June 
Blankenship (tumors), David Hemphill, Jo Ellen Gillooley (Relative of the Henson’s), Michael & Robert Musgrave-
Perkins. 

 
NURSING & RETIREMENT HOME RESIDENTS  
Integrity Healthcare, Wood River – Herbert Peel 
The Cottages of Carlinville, Carlinville – Shirley Martin 
Villa Rose, Bethalto – Beth Forrester 
Cedarhurst, Bethalto – Mary Barnes 
Liberty Village, Jerseyville – Shirley Burris 
Villas of Holly Brook – Jeane Slayden 
 

 
 

 LoveJoy United Presbyterian Church                                                                                   
2550 Rock Hill Rd, Wood River, IL 62095 

 www.lovejoyupc.org | (618) 254-5880 
 Rev. Daniel Ervin, Pastor | daniel@lovejoyupc.org 

Tabitha Nail, Admin | admin@lovejoyupc.org 
 Ann French, Director of Music 

Joshua Bryant, Custodian & Groundskeeper  
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