; o 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
LOVCIOYK/ Unlted January 26, 2025
Presbyterian Church 10:15 AM

Jr Gathering
Words of Welcome

Prelude Contemplation W etherill

* Call to Worship We praise you, God, for the diversity of your body.
By God’s Spirit, we are one.
From diverse backgrounds and diverse places,
by God’s Spirit, we are one.
From diverse cultures and diverse generations,
by God’s Spirit, we are one.
From diverse questions and diverse dreams,
by God’s Spirit, we are one.
We celebrate our diversity. We celebrate our unity.
By God’s Spirit, we are one. Hallelujah!

* Prayer of the Day
* Hymn 301 Let us Build a House

I Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can sqﬂzly live,

a place where saints and children tell

how hearts learn to forgive.

Built of hopes and dreams and visions,

rock of faith and vault of grace;

here the love of Christ shall end divisions:

Refrain:

all are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place.

2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,

where all God’s children dare to seck

to dream God’s reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witness



Prayer of Confession

and as symbol of God’s grace;
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: (Refrain)

3 Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine, and wheat;

a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: (Refrain)

4 Let us build a house where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,

and live the Word they’ve known.

Here the outcast and the stranger

bear the image of God’s face;

let us bring an end to fear and danger: (Refrain)

Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard

and loved and treasured,

taught and claimed as words within the Word.

Built of tears and cries and laughter,

prayers of faith and songs of grace;
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: (Refrain)

Holy God, we confess

that we have wandered from your light.
We follow paths of self-indulgence,
instead of focusing on our need of you.
We passively accept

the suffering of the world,

expecting others to stand up and wor
for the change we would like to see.
Lord, in your strength,

renew us and compel us by your invitation
that we may work to pursue

your justice and mercy for all people,



Assurance of Forgiveness

* Passing of the Peace

* Glory to God 58?2

Time with the Children

Prayer for llumination

Epistle Reading

sharing your light in ways great and small...

May the Peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me
I Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

2 World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

*3* Word

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—TJews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does
not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, “Because I
am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any
less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an
eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part
of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be?
If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But
as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he
chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is,
there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand,
“T'have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of



Anthem

Gospel

Sermon

* Affirmation of Faith

you.” On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker
are indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less
honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable
members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable
members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the
greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension
within the body, but the members may have the same care for one
another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member
is honored, all rejoice together with it.

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God
has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third
teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance,
forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of
healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the
greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.

I Thank You, Lord Martin
Luke 4:14-21

“Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and
a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. "He
began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. '“When
he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read,
"’and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the
scroll and found the place where it was written: '*“The Spirit of the Lord
is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight
to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, "to proclaim the year of the
Lord’s favor.” *’And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant,
and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. *'Then
he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.”

Rev. Daniel Ervin

p Responding

Adaptedfrom the Coqfession (Zf1967



God’s sovereign love is a mystery

beyond the reach of the human mind.
Human thought ascribes to God
superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness.
But God reveals divine love in Jesus Christ
by showing power in the form of a servant,
wisdom in the folly of the cross,

and goodness in receiving

sinful people.

The power of God’s love in Christ

to transform the world

discloses that the Redeemer

is the Lord and Creator

who made all things

to serve the purpose of God’s love. Amen.

* Hymn 772 Live Into Hope

1 Live into hope of captives freed,

of sight regained, the end of greed.
The oppressed shall be the first to see
the year of God's own jubilee!

2 Live into hope! The blind shall see
with insight and with c]arit)/,
removing shades of pride and fear,

a vision qfour God brought near.

3 Live into hope of liberty,

the right to speak, the right to be,
the right to have one's daily bread,
to hear God's word and thus be fed.

4 Live into hope of captives freed
from chains of fear or want or greed.
God now proclaims our fu]] release

tofaith and hope and joy and peace.

Announcements



Offering our Gifts

Prayer of Dedication

Give at lovejoyupc.org/ give

Loose cash cﬁerings benefit our Good Samaritanfund, which helps our neighbors primari])/
through our partners at Riverbend Family Ministries. Checks for offering are processed on the
second and fourth Mondays of each month.

Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Sung call to Prayer

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

* Hymn 306

Kum ba Yah Hymn 472
Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah!

Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah!

Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah!

O Lord, kum ba yah!

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever.

Amen.

e Sending
Blest Be the Tie That Binds

I Blest be the tie that binds

our hearts in Christian love.

The fellowship of kindred minds
is like to that above.

2 Bgfore our Father's throne
we pour our ardent prayers.
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,

our COIHfOl‘tS and our cares.



* Charge & Benediction

* Postlude

3 We share our mutual woes;
our mutual burdens bear.

And often for each other flows
the sympathizing tear.

4 When we are called to part,
it gives us inward pain;
but we shall still be joined in heart,

and bope to meet again.

5 From sorrow, toil, and pain,

and sin we shall be free;

and perfect love and friendship reign
through all eternity.

Preamble

g Worship Notes

Murschhauser

Ann French is our Director of Music. Thanks to Michael & Robert Musgrave—Perkins and Alice Buzzard for their

technology gifts. Thanks also to our liturgist for the day. Parts of today’s service are adapted from The Book of Common

Worship and Call to Worship.

«3* Land Acknowledgment

The LoveJoy United community gathers on the traditional land of the Tamaroa People, who have been its faithful

stewards for generations. We acknowledge and honor the past, present, and future of the Tamaroa and other

Indigenous peoples who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands.

«* Announcements

Announcements marked with %/ are opportunities that relate to our Matthew 25 commitment.

&% Annual Meeting of the Congregation, January 26 after worship.

All members of the church are encouraged to attend our annual meeting. The session will be presenting the 2025

budget and the congregation will be voting on changes to the pastor's terms of call.

90th Birthday Party for Hershel Henson - January 26 after worship

Hershel's family invites you to join in celebrating this momentous and joyful day with a luncheon after worship.

In lieu of gifts, please bring a canned food item for the church food pantry.



&/ Faith Formation for Children & Youth + Confirmation gather again on February 2 after worship
Lunch will be provided.

&' Red Cross Blood Drive
We have scheduled a Blood Drive for Tuesday, February 4, 2 pm to 6 pm. Go to lovejoyupc.org/nextsteps to register,
or call 1-800-733-2767.

%% Adult Christian Education on Sunday Mornings at 9 AM
- Sunday Morning Live, led by Rev. Dr. Mark Russell, is an informal, conversational class that seeks to
connect scripture, theology, and faith to our lives and world. They meet in the Love Room and on Zoom.
They’re currently talking about the Ten Commandments.
- The Gospel of John Class, led by Rev. Dr. Linda Shugert begins on Dec 1. Still time to sign up at
lovejoyupc.org/nextsteps. They meet in Fellowship Hall.

#"Wednesdays at LoveJoy United

® Lectionary Bible Study In-Person or Zoom at 10:15 AM - Join pastor Daniel and a number of others as we
discuss the scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday.

® Lunch Bunch gathers on Wednesdays at 11:30 AM

® Zoom Evening Prayer at 7 PM (lovejoyupc.org/live)

PRAYER CONCERNS

JoAnn Moss, Pat Fletcher, Katie Davis, John Gremli & the Gremli Family, Connor, JoAnn Lamar, Trans folks in KY,
TN, FL, MO, ID, Mason Inlow, Kenny Slayden, Connie, Ched, Mark Carter, Kathy Walker (Jack & Dottie Kleinert’s
daughter), Abby Cotter, Tom and his father Ralph and his daughter Jupiter, Kristi Doering, Shelly Devore (Brenda and
Deb’s niece), Brittany, Bill Lester, Lanny Harris, Paula Blair, John Kennedy, Renee Lynn, Kathie Luke (Julie
Spurgeon’s Sister), Eugene Sackett - lung cancer (The King’s nephew), Forrest, Jim Caffrey (cancer), June Blankenship
(tumors), David Hemphill, Jo Ellen Gillooley (Relative of the Henson’s), Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins.

NURSING & RETIREMENT HOME RESIDENTS
Integrity Healthcare, Wood River — Herbert Peel

The Cottages of Carlinville, Carlinville — Shirley Martin
Villa Rose, Bethalto — Beth Forrester

Cedarhurst, Bethalto — Mary Barnes

Liberty Village, Jerseyville — Shirley Burris

Villas of Holly Brook — Jeane Slayden

LoveJoy United Presbyterian Church

2550 Rock Hill Rd, Wood River, IL 62095
www lovejoyupc.org | (618) 254-5880
Rev. Daniel Ervin, Pastor | daniel@lovejoyupc.org

Tabitha Nail, Admin | admin@lovejoyupc.org
Ann French, Director of Music

N E;(T STE PS. Joshua Bryant, Custodian & Groundskeeper
& SIGNUPS
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