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Words of Welcome

Prelude

Gathering

The Quiet Carol Macklin

* Call to Worship & Candle Lighting

* Prayer of the Day

* Hymn 133

Jesus says: | am coming soon
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus

We light these four candles and the Christ candle
as a sign of the coming light of Christ.
As the Lord has promised, in the days to come...

The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness,
on them light has shined.

Let us walk in the light of the Lord.

O Come, All Ye Faithful

1 O come, all ye faithful,

Joyful and triumphant;

O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold him,

born the King of angels!

O come, let us adore him;

O come, let us adore him;

O come, let us adore him,

Christ, the Lord!

2 True God from true God,

Light from light eternal,

born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
very God, begotten, not created!

O come, let us adore him;

O come, let us adore him;

O come, let us adore him,

Christ, the Lord!

3 Sing, choirs of angels;
sing in exultation;
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Prayer of Confession

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all

glory in the highest!

O come, let us adore him;

O come, let us adore him;

O come, let us adore him,

Christ, the Lord!

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;

Jesus, to thee be all glory given;
Word of the Father,

now in flesh appearing!

O come, let us adore him;

O come, let us adore him;

O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord!

Holy God,

you have come among us in Jesus Christ,
hallowing our humanity

and embodying love.

We confess that we have turned
from the path Jesus has marked,
failing to claim all you intend for us,
withholding love from our neighbors
and ourselves.

Forgive us.

Be born anew in us,

that our lives might reflect

Christ’s radiant light.

Assurance of Forgiveness

* Passing of the Peace May the Peace of Christ be with you!

*Sung Response

Time with the Children

Prayer for lllumination

And also with you!

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,

Far as the curse is found,

Far as, far as the curse is found.

Word

Hymn 134, v. 3



Old Testament

Gloria

Gospel

Isaiah 9:2—7

°The people who walked in darkness have seen a great
light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on
them light has shined. *You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as
with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing
plunder. “For the yoke of their burden, and the bar
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you
have broken as on the day of Midian. °For all the boots
of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. °For a child has
been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon
his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. ’His
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be
endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Hymn 113, refrain
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Luke 2:1-20

2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all
the world should be registered. “This was the first registration and
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their
own towns to be registered. “Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David.
°He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged
and who was expecting a child. ®°While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. ’And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. éIn that
region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. '°But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: ‘'to you
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. ‘“This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” **And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, '"“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace



Sermon

* Affirmation of Faith

among those whom he favors!” >*When the angels had left them
and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.” °So they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
“When they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child; ®and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. °But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. “°The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been
told them.

Rev. Daniel Ervin

Responding
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and
became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.



*Hymn 119 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
1 Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn king.
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful all ye nations, rise;

Join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn king!”

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ the everlasting Lord,

late in time behold him come,
offspring of the virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail the incarnate deity,

pleased in flesh with us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn king!”

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the sun of righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings,

risen with healing in his wings.

Mild he lays his glory by,

born that we no more may die,

born to raise us from the earth,

born to give us second birth.

Hark! The herald angels sing,

“Glory to the newborn king!”

Offering our Gifts Give at lovejoyupc.org/give
Prayer of Dedication

Sung call to Prayer Hymn 121
O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.



And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sanctus Hymn 552 Holy, Holy, Holy
1 Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
2 Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Communion
Please come down the center aisle and receive a piece of
bread and a cup of juice. If you wish to receive bread in
your pew, the servers will assist you. If you’re joining us
online, please have bread and juice/wine available to
celebrate with us. All who wish to know Jesus more
deeply are invited to the table.

Communion Meditation Pastorale Corelli

Prayer After Communion

Sending

*Hymn 122 Silent Night, Holy Night!
As the candlelight comes to you, please dip your unlighted candle
toward the flame.

1 Silent night! Holy night!

All is calm, all is bright

‘round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,



sleep in heavenly peace.

2 Silent night! Holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar,
heav'nly hosts sing, “Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born!

Christ the Savior is born!”

3 Silent night! Holy night!

Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from Thy holy face
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth!

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth!

4 Silent night! Holy night!
Wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing
"Alleluia” to our King:

“Christ the Savior is born!
Christ the Savior is born.”

* Charge & Benediction

Worship Notes
Ann French is our Director of Music. Thanks to Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins and Alice Buzzard for
their technology gifts. Thanks also to our liturgist for the day. Parts of today’s service are adapted from
The Book of Common Worship and Call to Worship.

Land Acknowledgment
The LovedJoy United community gathers on the traditional land of the Tamaroa People, who have been its
faithful stewards for generations. We acknowledge and honor the past, present, and future of the Tamaroa
and other Indigenous peoples who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands.

PRAYER CONCERNS

JoAnn Moss, Pat Fletcher, Katie Davis, John Gremli & the Gremli Family, Connor, JoAnn Lamar, Trans
folks in KY, TN, FL, MO, ID, Mason Inlow, Kenny Slayden, Connie, Ched, Mark Carter, Kathy Walker
(Jack & Dottie Kleinert’'s daughter), Abby Cotter, Tom and his father Ralph and his daughter Jupiter, Kristi
Doering, Shelly Devore (Brenda and Deb’s niece), Brittany, Bill Lester, Lanny Harris, Paula Blair, John
Kennedy, Renee Lynn, Kathie Luke (Julie Spurgeon’s Sister), Eugene Sackett - lung cancer (The King’s
nephew), Forrest, Jim Caffrey (cancer), June Blankenship (tumors), David Hemphill, Jo Ellen Gillooley
(Relative of the Henson’s), Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins.

NURSING & RETIREMENT HOME RESIDENTS
Integrity Healthcare, Wood River — Herbert Peel

The Cottages of Carlinville, Carlinville — Shirley Martin
Villa Rose, Bethalto — Beth Forrester

Cedarhurst, Bethalto — Mary Barnes

Liberty Village, Jerseyville — Shirley Burris

Villas of Holly Brook — Jeane Slayden
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