
26th Sunday after Pentecost 
 November 17, 2024 
 10:15 AM 
 

Gathering 
 

Words of Welcome 

Prelude     Rejoice Greatly                 Gerchke          
 Handbell Choir                                         

                                     
* Call to Worship       Whether we are sure of God’s work in the world 

or still waiting for a sign, 
let us worship the Lord, 
encouraging one another in hope. 
Whether we are confident 
in what the future will bring 
or carry more questions than answers, 
let us worship the Lord, 
strengthening one another in faith. 

 
* Prayer of the Day  
 
* Hymn 39 Great is Thy Faithfulness 

  
1 *Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee. 
Thou changest not; thy compassions they fail not. 
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
 
Refrain: 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning, new mercies I see. 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
 
2 Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
(Refrain) 
 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow: 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
(Refrain)  



 
 

  
Prayer of Confession You are the God of all people, O Lord, 

the creator of all things good. 
Forgive us when we fail to see the good. 
Forgive us when we refuse to see the “all.” 
We are searching for your presence 
and grasping for your grace, 
unable to believe 
that we cannot be separated from your love. 
Forgive us, God of mercy, 
and through Christ our redeemer, 
free us to try again. 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

* Passing of the Peace  May the Peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

 
* Hymn 585 Glory to God Peruvian Melody

 
Word 

  
Time with the Children 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Psalm  Psalm 16 
 Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 

I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart from 
you.” 
As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, in whom is 
all my delight. 
Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; their drink 
offerings of blood I will not pour out or take their names upon my 
lips. 
The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I have 
a goodly heritage. 
I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my 
heart instructs me. 
I keep the LORD always before me; because he is at my right 
hand, I shall not be moved. 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also 
rests secure. 
For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your faithful one see 
the Pit. 



 
 

You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness 
of joy; in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 
Anthem                       Bless the Lord O My Soul                    Jensen    
                     
Gospel Mark 13:1-8  

As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, 
“Look, Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!” 
2Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not 
one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

3When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the 
temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, 
4“Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all 
these things are about to be accomplished?” 5Then Jesus began 
to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. 6Many will 
come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many 
astray. 7When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be 
alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. 8For 
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 
there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be 
famines. This is but the beginning of the birthpangs. 

Sermon 
 

Responding 
 

* Affirmation of Faith From a Brief Statement of Faith 
 
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and 
neighbor, 
and binds us together with all believers 
in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
The same Spirit 
who inspired the prophets and apostles 
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 
engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, 
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
and calls us all to the ministries of the church. 
In a broken and fearful world 
the Spirit gives us courage 
to pray without ceasing, 



 
 

to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

 
With believers in every time and place, 
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

 
* Hymn 215 What Wondrous Love is This  
  
 1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 

what wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
when I was sinking down, sinking down, 
when I was sinking down 
beneath God's righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul! 
 
3 To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, 
to God and to the Lamb, I will sing; 
to God and to the Lamb who is the great I am, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; 
while millions join the theme, I will sing! 
4 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; 
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, 
and through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
and through eternity I’ll sing on. 

Announcements  
 

Offering our Gifts Give at lovejoyupc.org/give 
Loose cash offerings benefit our Good Samaritan fund, which helps our 
neighbors primarily through our partners at Riverbend Family Ministries. 
Checks for offering are processed on the second and fourth Mondays of 
each month. 



 
 

                  
Prayer of Dedication 

 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 
Sung call to Prayer Spirit of the Living God Hymn 288 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

Sending 
 

* Hymn 840 When Peace like a River 
 
 1 When peace like a river 

attendeth my way, 
when sorrows like sea billows roll, 
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
Refrain: 
It is well with my soul; 
it is well; it is well with my soul. 
 
1 Though Satan should buffet, 
though trials should come, 
let this blest assurance control, 
that Christ hath regarded 
my helpless estate, 
and hath shed his own blood for my soul. (Refrain) 
 
2 He lives: O the bliss 
of this glorious thought. 
My sin, not in part, but the whole, 
is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more. 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! (Refrain) 
 



 
 

3 Lord, hasten the day 
when our faith shall be sight, 
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
even so it is well with my soul. (Refrain  

 
* Charge & Benediction 
 
* Postlude Toccata                               Murschhauser             

 Worship Notes 
Ann French is our Director of Music. Thanks to Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins and Alice Buzzard for 

their technology gifts. Thanks also to our liturgist for the day. Parts of today’s service are adapted from 
The Book of Common Worship and Call to Worship.  

Land Acknowledgment 
The LoveJoy United community gathers on the traditional land of the Tamaroa People, who have been its 
faithful stewards for generations. We acknowledge and honor the past, present, and future of the Tamaroa 

and other Indigenous peoples who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands. 

 Announcements 
Announcements marked with  are opportunities that relate to our Matthew 25 commitment.  

 
Stewardship Campaign: The Glory Belongs to God! 

Thanks to everyone who has submitted a pledge so far. We have met about 75% of our $210,000 goals. If 
you have not yet pledged, we invite you to join us in committing to God's ministry at LoveJoy United in the 
next year. You can return your pledge card to the church office, offering plate, or pledge online at 
lovejoyupc.org/pledge.  
 

Called Congregational Meeting, Today, November 17 after Worship 
The Session is calling this congregational meeting for the purpose of receiving nominations from the 
Nominating Committee and voting on those nominated to serve in the next term as Elders, Deacons, and 
Nominating Committee members. We encourage all members of the congregation to attend in-person or 
via Zoom.  
 
Dishes 
Please check the table in the narthex and the kitchen for any dishes that may be yours to take home. 
 

 Adult Christian Education on Sunday Mornings at 9 AM 
- Sunday Morning Live, led by Rev. Dr. Mark Russell, is an informal, conversational class that 

seeks to connect scripture, theology, and faith to our lives and world. They meet in the Love 
Room and on Zoom. They’re currently talking about the Ten Commandments. 

- The Present Word, led by Ryan Harris, is currently using The Present Word curriculum to study 
the practices of worship in the Old Testament. They meet in the Fellowship Hall and on Zoom.  

 
Sign up now for a new Sunday Morning Study Starting Dec. 1 on the Book of John  

We have been delighted in the response to the first session of our new Adult Sunday School class, which 
has been led by Ryan Harris since September. Beginning December 1 at 9 AM, we will transition to a new 
topic and a new teacher. Rev. Dr. Linda Shugert will be leading us through the book of John with a 
curriculum by the wonderful Amy-Jill Levine, a Jewish scholar of the New Testament. If you are interested, 

http://lovejoyupc.org/pledge


 
 

please sign up in the Narthex or lovejoyupc.org/nextsteps so we can order your materials. See you there! 
 

 Food Pantry - The Food Pantry needs shampoo, toilet paper and toothpaste. Your donations are 
always appreciated. 
 

Wednesdays at LoveJoy United 
● Lectionary Bible Study In-Person or Zoom at 10:15 AM - Join pastor Daniel and a number of others 

as we discuss the scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday.  
● Lunch Bunch gathers on Wednesdays at 11:30 AM 
● Zoom Evening Prayer at 7 PM 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 

            JoAnn Moss, Pat Fletcher, Katie Davis, John Gremli & the Gremli Family, Connor, JoAnn Lamar, Trans 
folks in KY, TN, FL, MO, ID, Mason Inlow, Kenny Slayden, Connie, Ched, Mark Carter, Kathy Walker 
(Jack & Dottie Kleinert’s daughter), Abby Cotter, Tom and his father Ralph and his daughter Jupiter, Kristi 
Doering, Shelly Devore (Brenda and Deb’s niece), Brittany, Bill Lester, Lanny Harris, Paula Blair, John 
Kennedy, Renee Lynn, Shannon Doersam (Lisa Hemphill’s niece), Kathie Luke (Julie Spurgeon’s Sister), 
Eugene Sackett - lung cancer (The King’s nephew).  

 
NURSING & RETIREMENT HOME RESIDENTS  
Integrity Healthcare, Wood River – Herbert Peel 
The Cottages of Carlinville, Carlinville – Shirley Martin 
Villa Rose, Bethalto – Beth Forrester 
Cedarhurst, Bethalto – Mary Barnes 
Liberty Village, Jerseyville – Shirley Burris 
Villas of Holly Brook – Jeane Slayden 

 
 

                                                                                    LoveJoy United Presbyterian Church 
 2550 Rock Hill Rd, Wood River, IL 62095 
 www.lovejoyupc.org | (618) 254-5880 
 Rev. Daniel Ervin, Pastor | daniel@lovejoyupc.org 

Tabitha Nail, Admin | admin@lovejoyupc.org 
 Ann French, Director of Music 

Joshua Bryant, Custodian & Groundskeeper  
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