
25th Sunday after Pentecost 
 November 10, 2024 
 10:15 AM 
 

Gathering 
 

Words of Welcome 

Prelude     Ave Verum                                         Haydn 

                                     
* Call to Worship       Our help is in the name of the Lord,  

maker of heaven and earth. 
 

* Prayer of the Day  
 
* Hymn 687 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 

                                    1 Our God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
and our eternal home: 
 
2 Beneath the shadow of thy throne 
thy saints have dwelt secure; 
sufficient is thine arm alone, 
and our defense is sure. 
 
3 Before the hills in order stood, 
or earth received its frame, 
from everlasting thou art God, 
to endless years the same. 
 
4 A thousand ages in thy sight 
are like an evening gone, 
short as the watch that ends the night 
before the rising sun. 
 
5 Time, like an ever rolling stream, 
bears all our years away; 
they fly forgotten, as a dream 
dies at the opening day. 
 
6 Our God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 
be thou our guard while life shall last, 
and our eternal home. 

  
Prayer of Confession O Lord our God, 

you call us to proclaim the gospel, 



 
 

but we remain silent in the presence of evil. 
You call us to be reconciled to you and one another, 
but we are content to live in separation. 
You call us to seek the good of all, 
but we fail to resist the powers of oppression. 
You call us to fight pretensions and injustice, 
but we sit idly by, 
endangering the lives of people far and near. 
Forgive us, O Lord. 
Reconcile us to you by the power of your Spirit, 
and give us the courage and strength 
to be reconciled to others; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

* Passing of the Peace  May the Peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

 
* Hymn 585 Glory to God Peruvian Melody

 
Word 

  
Time with the Children 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Old Testament  1 Kings 17:8-16 
 
 8Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 9“Go now to 

Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have 
commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10So he set out and 
went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a 
widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, 
“Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” 11As she 
was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a 
morsel of bread in your hand.” 12But she said, “As the LORD your 
God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, 
and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so 
that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that 
we may eat it, and die.” 13Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go 
and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and 
bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and 
your son. 14For thus says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of 
meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the 
day that the LORD sends rain on the earth.” 15She went and did 



 
 

as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate 
for many days. 16The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the 
jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by 
Elijah. 

 
Anthem                       With a Voice of Singing                         Shaw 
  
Psalm Psalm 146 
  
 1 Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 

2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my 
God all my life long. 
3 Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no 
help. 
4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that 
very day their plans perish. 
5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope 
is in the Lord their God, 
6 who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith forever; 
7who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the 
hungry. The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
8 the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up those 
who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. 
 
9 The Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan 
and the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
10 The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all 
generations. Praise the Lord! 

Sermon 
 

Responding 
 

* Affirmation of Faith From a Brief Statement of Faith 
 
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and 
neighbor, 
and binds us together with all believers 
in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
The same Spirit 
who inspired the prophets and apostles 
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 
engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, 



 
 

feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
and calls us all to the ministries of the church. 
In a broken and fearful world 
the Spirit gives us courage 
to pray without ceasing, 
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

 
With believers in every time and place, 
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

 
 

* Hymn 100 Canticle of the Turning  
 
 1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 

that the God of my heart is great, 
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
that you bring to the ones who wait. 
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, 
and my weakness you did not spurn, 
so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
Could the world be about to turn? 
 
Refrain: 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
Let the fires of your justice burn. 
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
and the world is about to turn. 
 
2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 
you work great things in me, 
and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
to the end of the age to be. 
Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
and to those who would for you yearn, 
you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
for the world is about to turn. (Refrain) 



 
 

 
3 From the halls of power to the fortress tower, 
not a stone will be left on stone. 
Let the king beware for your justice tears 
every tyrant from his throne. 
The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
for the food they can never earn; 
there are tables spread; every mouth be fed, 
for the world is about to turn. (Refrain) 
 
4 Though the nations rage from age to age, 
we remember who holds us fast: 
God’s mercy must deliver us 
from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 
This saving word that our forebears heard 
is the promise which holds us bound, 
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
who is turning the world around. (Refrain) 

 
Announcements  

 
Offering our Gifts Give at lovejoyupc.org/give 

Loose cash offerings benefit our Good Samaritan fund, which helps our 
neighbors primarily through our partners at Riverbend Family Ministries. 
Checks for offering are processed on the second and fourth Mondays of 
each month. 

 
Offertory                Elevation                                                   Benoit      
                
Prayer of Dedication 

 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 
Sung call to Prayer Spirit of the Living God Hymn 288 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 



 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

Sending 
 

* Hymn 353 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
 
 1 My hope is built on nothing less 

than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
 
Refrain: 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
all other ground is sinking sand; 
all other ground is sinking sand. 
 
2 When darkness seems to hide his face, 
I rest on his unchanging grace; 
in every high and stormy gale, 
my anchor holds within the veil. (Refrain) 
 
3 His oath, his covenant, his blood 
support me in the whelming flood; 
when all around my soul gives way, 
he then is all my hope and stay. (Refrain) 
 
4 When he shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in him be found, 
dressed in his righteousness alone, 
faultless to stand before the throne. (Refrain)  

 
* Charge & Benediction 
 
* Postlude Festival Music                           Handel/Broughton      
            

 Worship Notes 
Ann French is our Director of Music. Thanks to Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins and Alice Buzzard for 

their technology gifts. Thanks also to our liturgist for the day. Parts of today’s service are adapted from 
The Book of Common Worship and Call to Worship.  

Land Acknowledgment 
The LoveJoy United community gathers on the traditional land of the Tamaroa People, who have been its 
faithful stewards for generations. We acknowledge and honor the past, present, and future of the Tamaroa 

and other Indigenous peoples who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands. 

 Announcements 
Announcements marked with  are opportunities that relate to our Matthew 25 commitment.  

 



 
 

Stewardship Campaign: The Glory Belongs to God! 
Thanks to everyone who has submitted a pledge so far. We have met about 64% of our $210,000 goals. If 
you have not yet pledged, we invite you to join us in committing to God's ministry at LoveJoy United in the 
next year. You can return your pledge card to the church office, offering plate, or pledge online at 
lovejoyupc.org/pledge.  
 

Reception Honoring Veterans (but all are invited!) on Sunday, November 10 after worship. 
The Fellowship Committee invites you to join in honoring veterans of our congregation and community. 
Join us for snacks, information about veteran services, and good fellowship, too. 
 

Deacons Meeting -  The Deacons will meet in the sanctuary on Sunday, November 10 after Worship. 
 

Movie Night - November 10 at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall 
Join us as we watch the great film, Hidden Figures. See you there! 
 

Called Congregational Meeting, November 17 after Worship 
The Session is calling this congregational meeting for the purpose of receiving nominations from the 
Nominating Committee and voting on those nominated to serve in the next term as Elders, Deacons, and 
Nominating Committee members. We encourage all members of the congregation to attend in-person or 
via Zoom.  
 

 Adult Christian Education on Sunday Mornings at 9 AM 
- Sunday Morning Live, led by Rev. Dr. Mark Russell, is an informal, conversational class that 

seeks to connect scripture, theology, and faith to our lives and world. They meet in the Love 
Room and on Zoom. They’re currently talking about the Ten Commandments. 

- The Present Word, led by Ryan Harris, is currently using The Present Word curriculum to study 
the practices of worship in the Old Testament. They meet in the Fellowship Hall and on Zoom.  

 
Sign up now for a new Sunday Morning Study Starting Dec. 1 on the Book of John  

We have been delighted in the response to the first session of our new Adult Sunday School class, which 
has been led by Ryan Harris since September. Beginning December 1 at 9 AM, we will transition to a new 
topic and a new teacher. Rev. Dr. Linda Shugert will be leading us through the book of John with a 
curriculum by the wonderful Amy-Jill Levine, a Jewish scholar of the New Testament. If you are interested, 
please sign up in the Narthex or lovejoyupc.org/nextsteps so we can order your materials. See you there! 
 

 Food Pantry - The Food Pantry needs shampoo, toilet paper and toothpaste. Your donations are 
always appreciated. 
 

Wednesdays at LoveJoy United 
● Lectionary Bible Study In-Person or Zoom at 10:15 AM - Join pastor Daniel and a number of others 

as we discuss the scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday.  
● Lunch Bunch gathers on Wednesdays at 11:30 AM 
● Zoom Evening Prayer at 7 PM 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 

            JoAnn Moss, Pat Fletcher, Katie Davis, John Gremli & the Gremli Family, Connor, JoAnn Lamar, Trans 
folks in KY, TN, FL, MO, ID, Mason Inlow, Kenny Slayden, Connie, Ched, Mark Carter, Kathy Walker 
(Jack & Dottie Kleinert’s daughter), Abby Cotter, Tom and his father Ralph and his daughter Jupiter, Kristi 
Doering, Shelly Devore (Brenda and Deb’s niece), Brittany, Bill Lester, Lanny Harris, Paula Blair, John 
Kennedy, Renee Lynn, Shannon Doersam (Lisa Hemphill’s niece), Kathie Luke (Julie Spurgeon’s Sister).  

 
NURSING & RETIREMENT HOME RESIDENTS  

http://lovejoyupc.org/pledge


 
 

Integrity Healthcare, Wood River – Herbert Peel 
The Cottages of Carlinville, Carlinville – Shirley Martin 
Villa Rose, Bethalto – Beth Forrester 
Cedarhurst, Bethalto – Mary Barnes 
Liberty Village, Jerseyville – Shirley Burris 
Villas of Holly Brook – Jeane Slayden 

 
 

                                                                                    LoveJoy United Presbyterian Church 
 2550 Rock Hill Rd, Wood River, IL 62095 
 www.lovejoyupc.org | (618) 254-5880 
 Rev. Daniel Ervin, Pastor | daniel@lovejoyupc.org 

Tabitha Nail, Admin | admin@lovejoyupc.org 
 Ann French, Director of Music 

Joshua Bryant, Custodian & Groundskeeper  
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