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Words of Welcome
Prelude

* Call to Worship

* Prayer of the Day
* Hymn

Gathering

Not Alone for Mighty Empire

We gather in this place

seeking to live in faithful community
and asking God to guide us.

Lord, revive our souls,

that we might lift each other up.
Lord, revive our souls,

that we might order our communities
in ways that lead us toward love.
Lord, revive our souls!

Draw the Welcome Circle Wider
From the hedgerows and the highways,
summon each unlikely guest.

Bid the hungry eat their fill

and all the weatry find their rest.

Refrain:

Draw the welcome circle wider,
gather friends and strangers in.
Formed of holy breath and stardust,
born of God, we all are kin.

Doors upended serve as tables

where the guests prepare to dine.

Justice is their righteous fare,

while mercy is their richest wine. (Refrain)

All are refugees together;

all are wond’rers, welcomed home,
Greeted by God’s open arms,

with each unique, but none alone. (Refrain)

Streaming through the arching gateway,
in a bright, celestial throng,

saints from ages gone before us

Lead the joyous banquet song: (Refrain)
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Prayer of Confession

Let the words of our mouths

and the meditation of our hearts

be acceptable to you, O Lord,

our rock and our redeemer.

For you are our rock,

and yet we place our faith in sinking sand.

You are our redeemer,

and yet we are convinced that we must save ourselves.
You are our source of unity,

and yet we isolate ourselves in every way we can.
You are our fount of forgiveness,

and yet we fear that we will be condemned.

Forgive us, O Rock.

Forgive us, O Redeemer,

and show us what it means to forgive one another...

Assurance of Forgiveness

* Passing of the Peace May the Peace of Christ be with you!

*Hymn 582

Time with the Children
Prayer for lllumination

First Reading

And also with you!

Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me

1 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.
2 World without end, without end. Amen.

World without end, without end. Amen.

World without end, without end. Amen.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

Word

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites
also wept again, and said, “If only we had meat to eat! We
remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the
cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but
now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this
manna to look at.” Moses heard the people weeping throughout
their families, all at the entrances of their tents. Then the LORD
became very angry, and Moses was displeased. So Moses said



Epistle Reading

to the LORD, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why
have | not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all
this people on me? Did | conceive all this people? Did | give birth
to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom,
as a nurse carries a sucking child,” to the land that you promised
on oath to their ancestors? Where am | to get meat to give to all
this people? For they come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us
meat to eat!’ | am not able to carry all this people alone, for they
are too heavy for me. If this is the way you are going to treat me,
put me to death at once—if | have found favor in your sight—and
do not let me see my misery.”

So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders
of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and
officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have
them take their place there with you.

So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD;
and he gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them
all around the tent. Then the LORD came down in the cloud and
spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and
put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon
them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. Two men
remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named
Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those
registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they
prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and told Moses,
“Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” And Joshua
son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said,
“My lord Moses, stop them!” But Moses said to him, “Are you
jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were
prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on them!”

James 5:13-20

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any
cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you
sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have
them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the
Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise
them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven.
Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one
another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous
is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and
he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and
six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again,
and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. My
brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the
truth and is brought back by another, you should know that
whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the



Anthem

Gospel

Sermon

Affirmation of Faith

sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
This One Thing | Ask of the Lord McCartha

Mark 9:38-50

John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out
demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was
not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one
who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon
afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for
us. For truly | tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink
because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the
reward.

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little
ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great
millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into
the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better
for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to
hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to
stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to
have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes
you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the
kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be
thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is
never quenched.

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has
lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in
yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

Responding

From A Brief Statement of Faith
In life and in death we belong to God.
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and serve.

We trust in Jesus Christ,
Fully human, fully God.

Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:
preaching good news to the poor
and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed



Hymn 694

Announcements

Offering our Gifts

and blessing the children,

healing the sick

and binding up the brokenhearted,

eating with outcasts,

forgiving sinners,

and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,

Jesus was crucified,

suffering the depths of human pain

and giving his life for the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesus from the dead,

vindicating his sinless life,

breaking the power of sin and evil,

delivering us from death to life eternal.
With believers in every time and place,

we rejoice that nothing in life or in death

can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus

our Lord. Amen.

Great God of Every Blessing
1 Great God of every blessing,

of faithful, loving care,

you are the fount of goodness,

the daily bread we share.

How can we hope to thank you?
Our praise is but a start:

sincerely and completely

| offer you my heatrt.

2 Your Word is our salvation,
the source of endless grace,
in death and life extending
your covenant embrace.

In Christ we are one body;
each member has a part:
sincerely and completely

| offer you my heatrt.

3 Your Spirit is our teacher,

the light that guides our search,
transforming broken people
into the holy church.

For feeding us with mercy,

for wisdom you impart:
sincerely and completely

| offer you my heatrt.

Give at lovejoyupc.org/give



Loose cash offerings benefit our Good Samaritan fund, which helps our
neighbors primarily through our partners at Riverbend Family Ministries.
Checks for offering are processed on the second and fourth Mondays of
each month.

Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Sung call to Prayer

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

*Hymn 761

Spirit of the Living God Hymn 288
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me.

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever.

Amen.

Sending

Called as Partners in Christ’s Service
1 Called as partners in Christ’s service,

called to ministries of grace,

we respond with deep commitment

fresh new lines of faith to trace.

May we learn the art of sharing,

side by side and friend with friend,

equal partners in our caring

to fulfill God’s chosen end.

2 Christ’'s example, Christ’s inspiring,
Christ’s clear call to work and worth,
let us follow, never faltering,
reconciling folk on earth.

Men and women, richer, poorer,

all God'’s people, young and old,
blending human skills together
gracious gifts from God unfold.

3 Thus new patterns for Christ’s mission,
in a small or global sense,

help us bear each other’s burdens,
breaking down each wall or fence.
Words of comfort, words of vision,



words of challenge, said with care,
bring new power and strength for action,
make us colleagues, free and fair.

4 So God grant us for tomorrow
ways to order human life

that surround each person’s sorrow
with a calm that conquers strife.
Make us partners in our living,

our compassion to increase,
messengers of faith, thus giving
hope and confidence and peace.

* Charge & Benediction

* Postlude Festival of Praise Johnson

Worship Notes
Ann French is our Director of Music. Thanks to Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins and Alice Buzzard for
their technology gifts. Thanks also to our liturgist for the day. Parts of today’s service are adapted from
The Book of Common Worship and Call to Worship.

Land Acknowledgment
The LovedJoy United community gathers on the traditional land of the Tamaroa People, who have been its
faithful stewards for generations. We acknowledge and honor the past, present, and future of the Tamaroa
and other Indigenous peoples who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands.

Announcements

Announcements marked with %/ are opportunities that relate to our Matthew 25 commitment.

hi'Called congregational meeting today after worship.

The session has called a congregational meeting on Sept. 29 to receive and vote on a nomination to fill a
vacancy on the 2024 Nominating Committee. All members are encouraged to attend in-person or on
Zoom.

Funeral Arrangements for Linda Andrus

Visitation - Sunday, September 29, 1- 4 PM at Paynic Funeral Home

Service of Witness to the Resurrection - Monday, September 30, 11 AM at LoveJoy United
Presbyterian Church. Bereavement Dinner following funeral service at LoveJoy United Presbyterian
Church.

5" New 'Present Word' Class

We are excited to offer a new Sunday morning faith formation class! Using the Present Word Curriculum,
Dr. Ryan Harris will be leading the first quarter of this series on the theme of “Worship in the Covenant
Community.” We look forward to welcoming other church leaders and teachers to facilitate this offering in
the future. The class will meet at the same time as Sunday Morning Live on Sunday mornings from 9-10
a.m. both in person and via Zoom. Sign up now at lovejoyupc.org and click ‘next steps’ so we can order
you a participant’s guide.

&" NATIVE AMERICAN SUNDAY CELEBRATION On Sunday, October 13, we will celebrate Native
American Sunday. Following worship the congregation is invited to a special dinner and program in the
fellowship hall.



&"Rummage Sale - Huge Thank you to all of our volunteers and donors for all of the work you put in!!!
This is our biggest event each year and we could not pull it off without each of you.

LoveJoy Lyceum Book Club’s
Our next book is TOM LAKE by Ann Patchett. We ZOOM it on 10/16 @ 7:15p.

&% Church Officer Nominations - The congregational Nominating Committee is seeking nominations for
elder, deacon, and members of the nominating committee. Please submit names to Julie Gvillo or go to
lovejoyupc.org, click ‘next steps’ and choose Church Nominations.

5" Food Pantry - The Food Pantry needs any type of canned vegetables. Your donations are always
appreciated.

&% Sunday Morning Live (Adult Christian Education), Sundays at 9 AM in-person and on Zoom.
Pour yourself a cup of coffee and join a group of adults in an informal conversation around the themes of
Christian Practices. Join in the Fellowship Hall or via Zoom (https://lovejoyupc.org/live and click "connect
via Zoom").

&"Wednesdays at LoveJoy United

e Lectionary Bible Study In-Person or Zoom at 10:15 AM - Join pastor Daniel and a number of others
as we discuss the scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday.

e Lunch Bunch gathers on Wednesdays at 11:30 AM

e Zoom Evening Prayer at 7 PM

PRAYER CONCERNS

JoAnn Moss, Pat Fletcher, Katie Davis, John Gremli & the Gremli Family, Connor, JoAnn Lamar, Trans
folks in KY, TN, FL, MO, ID, Mason Inlow, Kenny Slayden, Connie, Ched, Annabel Gibson, Mark Carter,
Kathy Walker (Jack & Dottie Kleinert’'s daughter), Abby Cotter, Linda Andrus, Tom and his father Ralph
and his daughter Jupiter, Kristi Doering, Shelly Devore (Brenda and Deb’s niece), Brittany, Bill Lester,
Lanny Harris, Paula Blair, John Kennedy, Renee Lynn.

NURSING & RETIREMENT HOME RESIDENTS
Integrity Healthcare, Wood River — Herbert Peel

The Cottages of Carlinville, Carlinville — Shirley Martin
Villa Rose, Bethalto — Beth Forrester

Cedarhurst, Bethalto — Mary Barnes

Liberty Village, Jerseyville — Shirley Burris

PRAYER CONCERNS

JoAnn Moss, Pat Fletcher, Katie Davis, John Gremli & the Gremli Family, Connor, JoAnn Lamar, Trans
folks in KY, TN, FL, MO, ID, Mason Inlow, Kenny Slayden, Connie, Ched, Annabel Gibson, Mark Carter,
Kathy Walker (Jack & Dottie Kleinert's daughter), Abby Cotter, Linda Andrus, Tom and his father Ralph
and his daughter Jupiter, Kristi Doering, Shelly Devore (Brenda and Deb’s niece), Brittany, Bill Lester,
Lanny Harris, Paula Blair, John Kennedy, Renee Lynn, Jim and June (friends of Barb Elledge).

NURSING & RETIREMENT HOME RESIDENTS
Integrity Healthcare, Wood River — Herbert Peel

The Cottages of Carlinville, Carlinville — Shirley Martin
Villa Rose, Bethalto — Beth Forrester

Cedarhurst, Bethalto — Mary Barnes

Liberty Village, Jerseyville — Shirley Burris



NEXT STEPS
& SIGNUPS

LovedJoy United Presbyterian Church

2550 Rock Hill Rd, Wood River, IL 62095
www.lovejoyupc.org | (618) 254-5880

Rev. Daniel Ervin, Pastor | daniel@lovejoyupc.org
Tabitha Nail, Admin | admin@lovejoyupc.org

Ann French, Director of Music

Joshua Bryant, Custodian & Groundskeeper
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