
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
Hybrid Worship 

 August 11, 2024 
 10:15 AM 

Gathering 
 

Words of Welcome 

Prelude                       Old Hundred LoveJoy Sacred Harp Singers                          

* Call to Worship       Out of the depths we cry to you, O God. 
Hear our voices! 
We wait for you; 
in your word we hope. 
O magnify our God with me. 
Let us lift God’s name together, 
for we sought the Holy One 
and they answered us; 
God delivered us from all fear. 
Look to God, beloved, and be radiant. 

 
* Prayer of the Day  

* Hymn 401 Here in This Place 
 
1 Here in this place the new light is streaming; 
now is the darkness vanished away; 
see in this space our fears and our dreamings 
brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken; 
gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
call to us now, and we shall awaken; 
we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
2 We are the young; our lives are a mystery. 
We are the old who yearn for your face. 
We have been sung throughout all of history, 
called to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty; 
gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly; 
give us the courage to enter the song. 
 
3 Here we will take the wine and the water; 
here we will take the bread of new birth. 
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion; 
give us to eat the bread that is you; 
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 
4 Not in the dark of buildings confining, 



not in some heaven, light years away: 
here in this place the new light is shining; 
now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
Gather us in and hold us forever; 
gather us in and make us your own; 
gather us in, all peoples together, 
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.  

 
  

Prayer of Confession Hear our prayer, O God of grace. 
You have called us to wear truth as a garment, 
but we are prone to lie and would rather wear a mask. 
You have called us to struggle against evil in this world, 
but instead we struggle for success and for power. 
You have called us to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 
but we keep it to ourselves, for fear of being judged. 
Hear our prayer, O God of grace. 
Clothe us in your strength, peace, and faith. 
Wash us in your mercy, 
and make us imitators of your compassion... 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

* Passing of the Peace  May the Peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

 
* Hymn 582 Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

1 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,  
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
2 World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
 

Word 
Time with the Children 
 
Blessing of the Backpacks 
 
Special Music Offering Africa                                              LoveJoy Sacred Harp Singers 
                                                                      
Prayer for Illumination   
 
First Reading  1 Kings 19:4-8 

4But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and 
came and sat down under a solitary broom tree. He asked that 
he might die: “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life, for I 



am no better than my ancestors.” 5Then he lay down under the 
broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and 
said to him, “Get up and eat.” 6He looked, and there at his head 
was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and 
drank, and lay down again. 7The angel of the LORD came a 
second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise 
the journey will be too much for you.” 8He got up, and ate and 
drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and 
forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. 

 
Psalm 34:1-8 
 

Left: I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall continually be 
in my mouth. 

Right: My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and 
be glad. 

Left: O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name 
together. 

Right: I sought the LORD, and he answered me and delivered me from 
all my fears. 

Left: Look to him, and be radiant, so your faces shall never be 
ashamed. 

 
Right: This poor soul cried and was heard by the LORD and was saved 

from every trouble. 
Left: The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him and 

delivers them. 
Right: O taste and see that the LORD is good; happy are those who 

take refuge in him.  
 
Gospel Reading John 6:35, 41-51 

35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me 
will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
41Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am 
the bread that came down from heaven.” 42They were saying, “Is not 
this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? 
How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43Jesus 
answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. 44No one can 
come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise 
that person up on the last day. 45It is written in the prophets, ‘And they 
shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from 
the Father comes to me. 46Not that anyone has seen the Father except 
the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. 47Very truly, I tell 
you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48I am the bread of life. 49Your 
ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50This is the 
bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not 
die. 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever 



eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the 
life of the world is my flesh.” 

 
Sermon  Rev. Daniel Ervin 
  

Responding 
 

* Affirmation of Faith Adapted from the Confession of 1967 
The life, death, resurrection, 
and promised coming of Jesus Christ 
has set the pattern for the church’s mission. 
His human life involves the church 
in the common life of all people. 
His service to others 
commits the church 
to work for every form of human well-being. 
His suffering makes the church sensitive 
to all human suffering 
so that it sees the face of Christ 
in the faces of persons in every kind of need. 
His crucifixion discloses to the church 
God’s judgment on the inhumanity 
that marks human relations, 
and the awful consequences 
of the church’s own complicity in injustice. 
In the power of the risen Christ 
and the hope of his coming, 
the church sees the promise 
of God’s renewal of human life in society 
and of God’s victory over all wrong. 
The church follows this pattern 
in the form of its life 
and in the method of its action. 
So to live and serve 
is to confess Christ as Lord. Amen. 

 
* Hymn 498 Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken 
 

1 Loaves were broken, words were spoken 
by the Galilean shore. 
Jesus, Bread of Life from heaven, 
was their food forevermore. 
By your body broken for us, 
by your wine of life outpoured, 
Jesus, feed again your people. 
Be our Host, our Life, our Lord. 
 
2 Loaves were broken, words were spoken 
in a quiet room one night. 
In the bread and wine you gave them, 
Christ, you came as Light from Light. 



By your body broken for us, 
by your wine of life outpoured, 
Jesus, feed again your people. 
Be our Host, our Life, our Lord. 
 
3 Loaves are broken, words are spoken, 
as in faith we gather here. 
Jesus speaks across the ages: 
“I am with you; do not fear!” 
By your body broken for us, 
by your wine of life outpoured, 
Jesus, feed again your people. 
Be our Host, our Life, our Lord. 
 
4 By the loaves you break and give us, 
send us in your name to share 
bread for which the millions hunger, 
words that tell your love and care. 
By your body broken for us, 
by your wine of life outpoured, 
Jesus, feed again your people. 
Be our Host, our Life, our Lord. 

 
Announcements  

 
Offering our Gifts Give at lovejoyupc.org/give 

Loose cash offerings benefit our Good Samaritan fund, which helps our 
neighbors primarily through our partners at Riverbend Family Ministries. 
Checks for offering are processed on the second and fourth Mondays of 
each month. 

 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 
Sung call to Prayer Spirit of the Living God Hymn 288 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

Sending 
 



* Hymn 543 God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me 
 

1 God, be the love to search and keep me; 
God, be the prayer to move my voice; 
God, be the strength to now uphold me: 
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 
 
2 Bind to myself the Name of Holy, 
great cloud of witnesses enfold; 
prophets, apostles, angels witness: 
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 
 
3 Brightness of sun and glow of moonlight, 
flashing of lightning, strength of wind, 
depth of the sea to soil of planet: 
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 
 
4 Walking behind to hem my journey, 
going ahead to light my way, 
and from beneath, above, and all ways: 
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 
 
5 Christ in the eyes of all who see me, 
Christ in the ears that hear my voice, 
Christ in the hearts of all who know me: 
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

  
* Charge & Benediction    
 
* Postlude                  Make the Sounds of Praise                          Hughes       

 Worship Notes 
Ann French is our Director of Music. Thanks to Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins and Alice Buzzard for 

their technology gifts. Thanks also to our liturgist for the day. Parts of today’s service are adapted from 
The Book of Common Worship and Call to Worship.  

Land Acknowledgment 
The LoveJoy United community gathers on the traditional land of the Tamaroa People, who have been its 
faithful stewards for generations. We acknowledge and honor the past, present, and future of the Tamaroa 

and other Indigenous peoples who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands. 

 Announcements 
Announcements marked with  are opportunities that relate to our Matthew 25 commitment.  

Blessing of the Backpacks, August 11 during Worship 
We’ll be blessing the backpacks of all who go back to school or work this fall. Bring your bookbag, satchel, 
briefcase, or other bag you use so we can bless it. We’ll also be lifting students, teachers, and parents up 
in our prayers.  
 

LoveJoy United Children and Youth Open House, August 11 after Worship 
Children, Youth, & their families are invited to stay after worship to get acquainted with our ministries for 
children and youth this fall.  
 



 Church Garden  
We have started a small raised bed garden to supplement our food pantry with fresh produce. If you have 
experience and interest in taking part in this exciting project, please let us know by going to 
lovejoyupc.org/nextsteps and click Church Garden to stay in the loop. We’ll soon be planning for our fall 
planting season. 
 

 Church Officer Nominations - The congregational Nominating Committee is seeking nominations for 
elder, deacon, and members of the nominating committee. Please submit names to Julie Gvillo or go to 
lovejoyupc.org, click ‘next steps’ and choose Church Nominations. 
 

 Food Pantry - The Food Pantry needs canned vegetables (no corn) and pasta. Your donations are 
always appreciated. 
 

 Thou Shalt Not Be a Jerk: Engaging in Political Life as Followers of Jesus, Sundays in August 
at 9 AM in-person and on Zoom in the Fellowship Hall.  
Join us for a structured time of learning about how disciples of Jesus interact faithfully with the world 
around them. Pastor Daniel along with other leaders of the Adult Christian Ed. Committee will lead us. 
 

 Sunday Morning Live (Adult Christian Education), Sundays at 9 AM in-person and on Zoom.  
Pour yourself a cup of coffee and join a group of adults in an informal conversation around the themes of 
Christian Practices. Join in the Fellowship Hall or via Zoom (https://lovejoyupc.org/live and click "connect 
via Zoom"). 
 

 
Joseph and the Coat of Many Colors  
On AUGUST 25, the story of Joseph, the Dreamer, will be presented in a special way 
during morning worship. A storyteller will tell the story with choir members and 
individuals playing important roles with singing and acting.  
WE NEED YOU! CHILDREN, TEENS, AND ADULTS ARE NEEDED TO BE THE 
AUDIENCE FOR THE STORYTELLER. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO LEARN LINES – 
JUST CHEER AT CERTAIN POINTS AND WAVE STREAMERS AND  
 

Wednesdays at LoveJoy United 
● Lectionary Bible Study In-Person or Zoom at 10:15 AM - Join pastor Daniel and a number of others 

as we discuss the scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday.  
● Lunch Bunch gathers on Wednesdays at 11:30 AM 
● Zoom Evening Prayer at 7 PM 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 
JoAnn Moss, Pat Fletcher, Katie Davis, John Gremli & the Gremli Family, Connor, JoAnn Lamar, Trans 
folks in KY, TN, FL, MO, ID, Mason Inlow, Kenny Slayden, Connie, Ched, Carol Foraker, Annabel Gibson, 
Mark Carter (Alice Carter’s husband, back surgery), Spencer Slayden (Jack and Dottie Kleinert’s 
grandson, Scott and Kelly Slayden’s oldest son, deployed to Middle East), Wendy Shugert (John and 
Linda Shugert’s Sister-in-Law), Becky (friend of Mary Trudell), Kathy Walker (Jack & Dottie Kleinert’s 
daughter), Abby Cotter, Linda Andrus, Tom and his father Ralph, Kristi Doering, Shelly Devore (Brenda 
and Deb’s niece), Margarette Trushel, Brittany, Bill Lester, Lanny Harris, Paula Blair.  

 

NURSING & RETIREMENT HOME RESIDENTS  
Integrity Healthcare, Wood River – Herbert Peel 
The Cottages of Carlinville, Carlinville – Shirley Martin 
Villa Rose, Bethalto – Beth Forrester 
Cedarhurst, Bethalto – Mary Barnes 
Liberty Village, Jerseyville – Shirley Burris 
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