
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Hybrid Worship 

 May 5, 2024 
 10:15 AM 

Gathering 
Words of Welcome 

Prelude                           In the Quietness     Kirkland          

* Call to Worship       In the breaking of bread and in prayers  
Jesus is among us. 
In the telling of stories and in signs 
Jesus is among us. 
In the sharing of resources and in justice 
Jesus is among us. 
In this place and in this moment. 
Jesus is among us in joy. 

 
* Prayer of the Day  

* Hymn 375 Shall We Gather at the River 
1 Shall we gather at the river, 
where bright angel feet have trod, 
with its crystal tide forever 
flowing by the throne of God? 
 
Refrain: 
Yes, we’ll gather at the river, 
the beautiful, the beautiful river; 
gather with the saints at the river 
that flows by the throne of God. 
 
2 On the margin of the river, 
washing up its silver spray, 
we will walk and worship ever, 
all the happy golden day. (Refrain) 
 
3 Ere we reach the shining river, 
lay we every burden down; 
grace our spirits will deliver, 
and provide a robe and crown. (Refrain) 
 
4 Soon we’ll reach the shining river; 
soon our pilgrimage will cease; 
soon our happy hearts will quiver 
with the melody of peace. (Refrain) 

 
Prayer of Confession O God, whose love knows no bounds, 

forgive us when we fail to reflect your loving kindness. 
When we turn away from the goodness of your love, 



call us back with the tender voice of a caring friend. 
When we stumble over the gift of your grace, 
lift us up with the strong arms of a loving parent. 
When we are certain that we are alone in the chaos of this 
world, shower us with peace, the gentle breeze of an 
evening rain. 
When we cannot feel the flowing of your peace, 
show us your love with the hands and feet of Christ, your 
love incarnate. 
Forgive us, risen Christ, of all the ways we fall short, 
and teach us to be agents of resurrection in the world. 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

* Passing of the Peace  May the Peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

 
* Hymn 582 Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

1 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,  
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
2 World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

 
Word 

Time with the Children 
 
Prayer for Illumination   

 
First Reading 1 John 5:1–6 
 5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ[a] has been born of 

God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we 
know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. 3 For the love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4 for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory 
that conquers the world, our faith. 5 Who is it that conquers the world 
but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6 This is the 
one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 
only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that 
testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

 
Second Reading John 15:9–17 
 9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 

If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+5%3A1%E2%80%936&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-34880a


have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have 
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your 
joy may be complete. 12 “This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you. 13 No one has greater love than this, to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants[a] any longer, 
because the servant[b] does not know what the master is doing; but I 
have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything 
that I have heard from my Father. 16 You did not choose me but I 
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, 
so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I 
am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 

 
Anthem                            Reach Out and Touch        C. Brown     
 
Third Reading Acts 10:44–48 
 44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who 

heard the word. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with 
Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured 
out even on the Gentiles, 46 for they heard them speaking in tongues 
and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47 “Can anyone withhold the water 
for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as 
we have?” 48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

 
Sermon Risen People Rev. Daniel Ervin 
  

Responding 
 

* Affirmation of Faith Adapted from the Confession of 1967 
New life in Christ takes shape in a community 
in which people know 
that God loves and accepts them 
in spite of what they are. 
They therefore accept themselves 
and love others, 
knowing that no one has any ground 
on which to stand, 
except God’s grace. 
Amen 

 
* Hymn 515 I Come with Joy 
 1 I come with joy, a child of God, 

forgiven, loved, and free, 
the life of Jesus to recall, 
in love laid down for me, 
in love laid down for me. 
 
2 I come with Christians far and near 
to find, as all are fed, 
the new community of love 
in Christ’s communion bread, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A9%E2%80%9317&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-30976a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A9%E2%80%9317&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-30976b


in Christ’s communion bread. 
 
3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 
each proud division ends. 
The love that made us, makes us one, 
and strangers now are friends, 
and strangers now are friends. 
 
4 The Spirit of the risen Christ, 
unseen, but ever near, 
is in such friendship better known, 
alive among us here, 
alive among us here. 
 
5 Together met, together bound 
by all that God has done, 
we’ll go with joy, to give the world 
the love that makes us one, 
the love that makes us one. 

 
Announcements  

 
Offering our Gifts Give at lovejoyupc.org/give 

Loose cash offerings benefit our Good Samaritan fund, which helps our 
neighbors with essential needs on an emergency basis.     

 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 
Sung call to Prayer Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying Hymn 469 

Lord, listen to your children praying.  
Lord, send your Spirit in this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying. 
Send us love; send us power; send us grace. 

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
 The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Sanctus Hymn 552 Holy, Holy, Holy 
1 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
2 Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. 



Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

Communion 
Please come down the center aisle and receive a piece of 
bread and a cup of juice. If you wish to receive bread in 
your pew, the servers will assist you. If you’re joining us 
online, please have bread and juice/wine available to 
celebrate with us. All who wish to know Jesus more 
deeply are invited to the table. 
 

Communion Meditation Fairest Lord Jesus                      Sikes 
 
Prayer After Communion 

Sending 
 

* Hymn 295 Go to the World! 
   1 Go to the world! Go into all the earth. 

Go preach the cross where Christ renews life's worth, 
baptizing as the sign of our rebirth. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
2 Go to the world! Go into every place. 
Go live the word of God's redeeming grace. 
Go seek God's presence in each time and space. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
3 Go to the world! Go struggle, bless, and pray; 
the nights of tears give way to joyous day. 
As servant church, you follow Christ's own way. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
4 Go to the world! Go as the ones I send, 
for I am with you till the age shall end, 
when all the hosts of glory cry "Amen!" 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 



* Charge & Benediction    
 
* Choral Benediction       In the Quietness                   Kirkland 
 
* Postlude    Psalm of Praise            Ritter                                               
 

 Worship Notes 
Ann French is our Director of Music. Thanks to Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins and Alice Buzzard for 

their technology gifts. Thanks also to our liturgist for the day. Parts of today’s service are adapted from 
The Book of Common Worship and Call to Worship.  

The Call to Worship is by Ruth Burgess from Fire and Bread 

Land Acknowledgment 
The LoveJoy United community gathers on the traditional land of the Tamaroa People, who have been its 
faithful stewards for generations. We acknowledge and honor the past, present, and future of the Tamaroa 

and other Indigenous peoples who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands. 

 Announcements 
Announcements marked with  are opportunities that relate to our Matthew 25 commitment.  

Thank-you  Ken Webster would like to thank everyone for the kind messages, hugs, cards, memorials 
and expressions of comfort for the loss of his daughter, Thera.   

 Poverty Simulation - Today after Worship 
Poverty in our world is gravely misunderstood. This simulation will unveil the systemic challenges faced by 
those in need, challenge our misconceptions, and foster empathy. Don't miss this eye-opening 
experience. Lunch will be provided. You are welcome to participate even if you have not registered! 
 

 Food Pantry - The Food Pantry needs toilet paper and spaghetti sauce. Your donations are always 
appreciated. 
 

 Sunday Morning Live (Adult Christian Education), Sundays at 9 AM in-person and on Zoom.  
Pour yourself a cup of coffee and join a group of adults in an informal conversation around the themes of 
Christian Practices. Join in the Fellowship Hall or via Zoom (https://lovejoyupc.org/live and click "connect 
via Zoom"). 
 

Wednesdays at LoveJoy United 
● Lectionary Bible Study In-Person or Zoom at 10:15 AM - Join pastor Daniel and a number of others 

as we discuss the scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday.  
● Lunch Bunch gathers on Wednesdays at 11:30 AM 
● Zoom Evening Prayer at 7 PM 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 
JoAnn Moss, Pat Fletcher, Katie Davis, John Gremli & the Gremli Family, Connor, JoAnn Lamar, Trans 
folks in KY, TN, FL, MO, ID, Mason Inlow, Kenny Slayden, Connie, Ched, Carol Foraker, Landon 
Stockhoff, Annabel Gibson, Mark Carter (Alice Carter’s husband, back surgery), Spencer Slayden (Jack 
and Dottie Kleinert’s grandson, Scott and Kelly Slayden’s oldest son, deployed to Middle East), Wendy 
Shugert (John and Linda Shugert’s Sister-in-Law), Brandy Cunningham (Alice Carter’s Daughter), Becky 
(friend of Mary Trudell), Kathy Walker (Jack & Dottie Kleinert’s daughter), Abby Cotter, Linda Andrus, 



Jenny Brueggeman (friend of Lisa) placed on Hospice, Tom and his father Ralph, Kristi Doering, Shelly 
Devore (Brenda and Deb’s niece).  

 

NURSING & RETIREMENT HOME RESIDENTS  
Integrity Healthcare, Wood River – Herbert Peel 
The Cottages of Carlinville, Carlinville – Shirley Martin 
Villa Rose, Bethalto – Beth Forrester 
Cedarhurst, Bethalto – Shirley Burris and Mary Barnes 

 
 

                                                                                    LoveJoy United Presbyterian Church 
 2550 Rock Hill Rd, Wood River, IL 62095 
 www.lovejoyupc.org | (618) 254-5880 
 Rev. Daniel Ervin, Pastor | daniel@lovejoyupc.org 

Tabitha Nail, Admin | admin@lovejoyupc.org 
 Ann French, Director of Music 

Lisa Hemphill, Custodian 
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