
Christmas Eve 
 December 24, 2023 
 7:30 PM 

 
Gathering 

Words of Welcome 

Prelude         Christmas Medley         Alice Buzzard:flute                Gilliam&McCaskill
 
  

 
Lighting of the Advent Candles 

Hymn #84 v. 1 Creator of the stars of night, 
 Your people's everlasting light, 

O Christ, Redeemer of us all, 
We pray you hear us when we call. 

Prayer 

* Hymn 113                    Angels We Have Heard on High 
1 Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply 
echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heavenly song? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  

 
Prayer of Confession O Christ, you were born in a humble stable, 

because there was no room for you in the inn. 
Forgive us when we foolishly think 
that there is no room for you in our lives. 
When we close the doors of our hearts to your word 
forgive us, and burst through them with your love. 
When we close the doors of our minds to your challenge, 
forgive us, and burst through them with your love. 
When we close the doors of our homes, our churches, and 
our cities to people you would have us welcome, 
forgive us, and speak your angel’s words to us once more: 
“Do not be afraid.” 



 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

* Passing of the Peace  May the Peace of Christ be with you! 
And also with you! 

 
* Hymn 79 v. 3 Hope blooms in a weary world 

when creatures, once forlorn, 
find wilderness reborn. 
Hope blooms in a weary world: 
the promised green of Eden comes. 
 
The trees shall clap their hands; 
the dry lands, gush with springs; 
the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 
We shall go out in joy, 
and be led forth in peace, 
as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 

 
Word 

 
Prayer for Illumination   
 
First Reading Isaiah 9:2-7 
 2 The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
3  
You have multiplied the nation, 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4  
For the yoke of their burden, 
    and the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5  
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
    and all the garments rolled in blood 
    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6  
For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 



authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7  
His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

    
Psalm 96                    Sing to the Lord a New Song 

Sing to the Lord a new song; 
sing to God, all you lands. 
Sing of salvation always; 
God's glory now at hand. 
God's love shall never cease. 
God comes to rule with justice; 
God comes to rule with peace. 

 
Let earth and heaven glory; 
let ocean depths rejoice. 
Let hills and plains and forests 
sing praises with one voice. 
God's love shall never cease. 
God comes to rule with justice; 
God comes to rule with peace. 

        
Epistle Reading Titus 2:11-14 
 11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all,  
 12 training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the 

present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13 
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of 
our great God and Savior,[b] Jesus Christ. 14 He it is who gave himself 
for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a 
people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

 
Gospel Reading Luke 2:1–20 
 2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn. 8 In that region there were shepherds living in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus+2%3A11-14&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-34177b


Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; 
for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,[a] 
the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,[b] praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”[c] 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Sermon  Rev. Daniel Ervin 
  
* Affirmation of Faith       from the Iona Community 

We believe that God is present 
in the darkness before dawn; 
in the waiting and uncertainty 
where fear and courage join hands, 
conflict and caring link arms, 
and the sun rises over barbed wire. 
We believe in a with-us God 
Who sits down in our midst 
to share our humanity. 
We affirm a faith 
That takes us beyond the safe place 
into action, into vulnerability. 
and into the streets. 
We commit ourselves to work for change 
and put us on the line; 
to bear responsibility, to take risks, 
live powerfully and face humiliation; 
to stand with those on the edge; 
to chose life 
and be used by the Spirit 
for God’s new community of hope. 
Amen 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1%E2%80%9320&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-29249a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1%E2%80%9320&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-29251b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1%E2%80%9320&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-29252c


 
* Hymn 115 Away in a Manger 

   1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
2 The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

     

Responding 
Announcements  
 
Offering our Gifts Give at lovejoyupc.org/give  

 
 
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Sanctus Hymn 552 Holy, Holy, Holy 

1 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
2 Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 



And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

Communion 
Please come down the center aisle and receive a piece of 
bread and a cup of juice. If you wish to receive bread in 
your pew, the servers will assist you. If you’re joining us 
online, please have bread and juice/wine available to 
celebrate with us. All who wish to know Jesus more deeply 
are invited to the table. 
 

Communion Meditation   Pastorale                                     Corelli 
 
Prayer After Communion 

Sending 
 

* Hymn 122 Silent Night, Holy Night! 
When the light comes to you, please dip the unlighted 
candle to the lighted one. 

 1 Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
’round yon virgin mother and child! 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
2 Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
heav'nly hosts sing, “Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born! 
Christ the Savior is born!” 

 
3 Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from Thy holy face 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth! 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth! 
 
4 Silent night! Holy night! 
Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
with the angels let us sing 
"Alleluia" to our King: 
“Christ the Savior is born! 
Christ the Savior is born.” 
 

* Charge & Benediction         



 Worship Notes 
Ann French is our Director of Music. Thanks to Michael & Robert Musgrave-Perkins and Alice Buzzard for 
their technology gifts. Thanks also to our liturgist for the day. Parts of today’s service are adapted from The 

Book of Common Worship and Call to Worship. Advent Candle Liturgy by Carol Prickett at Deep Well 
Worship.  

Land Acknowledgment 
The LoveJoy United community gathers on the traditional land of the Tamaroa People, who have been its 
faithful stewards for generations. We acknowledge and honor the past, present, and future of the Tamaroa 

and other Indigenous peoples who have been displaced from their ancestral homelands. 

 Announcements 
Announcements marked with      are opportunities that relate to our Matthew 25 commitment.  

  The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. The 
Offering distributes gifts equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and to Presbyterian-
related schools and colleges equipping communities of color. The Assistance Program provides critical 
financial support to church workers and their families. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges provide 
education and leadership development while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. This has been a 
Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140 years. Give at bit.ly/christmasjoyLUPC 
 
  Warm and Fuzzy Tree  
In December, we be collecting various warm and fuzzy items and donating them to the Overnight Warming 
Center in Alton. We will collect hats, scarves, gloves, socks, blankets, etc.  Anything that will bring warmth!  
Thank you for your donations. 

 
PRAYER CONCERNS 

JoAnn Moss, Pat Fletcher, Katie Davis, Jessica Elledge, Terry French, John Gremli & the Gremli Family, 
Jeanie McCoy, Connor, JoAnn Lamar, Trans folks in KY, TN, FL, MO, Mason Inlow, Kenny Slayden, 
Connie, Ched, Carol Foraker, Shelly Devore, Landon Stockhoff, Annabel Gibson, Mark Carter (Alice 
Carter’s husband, back surgery), Scott Blass (Henson’s Nephew, recent kidney transplant recipient), 
Spencer Slayden (Jack and Dottie Kleinert’s grandson, Scott and Kelly Slayden’s oldest son, deployed to 
Middle East), Wendy Shugert (John Shugert’s Sister-in-Law), Jack Jenkins (Friend of Linda Allen - Surgery). 

NURSING & RETIREMENT HOME RESIDENTS  
Integrity Healthcare, Wood River – Herbert Peel 
The Cottages of Carlinville, Carlinville – Shirley Martin 
Villa Rose, Bethalto – Beth Forrester 
Cedarhurst, Bethalto – Shirley Burris and Mary Barnes 

 
 
 

                             

                                     LoveJoy United Presbyterian Church 
 2550 Rock Hill Rd, Wood River, IL 62095 
 www.lovejoyupc.org | (618) 254-5880 
 Rev. Daniel Ervin, Pastor | daniel@lovejoyupc.org 

Tabitha Nail, Admin | admin@lovejoyupc.org 
 Ann French, Director of Music 

Lisa Hemphill, Custodian 

https://bit.ly/christmasjoyLUPC
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